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FFAA Meeting – Tuesday, September 6, 6:30pm Potluck Dinner, 7:00pm Business Meeting
Program: TBD
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2016 Calendar
1st Tuesday each month – FFAA
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September 13: AAC Meeting
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October 15: Planes ‘n Paws

President’s Pen
by Mike Bergeson
The PT-19
Growing up and always dreaming about airplanes, it is
no wonder that as soon as I had saved up $20 I went
and bought a Cox PT-19 trainer. I was a little bit short
of funds to get the deluxe starting kit with a battery,
so I purchased the starting kit that had fuel and a glow
plug connector.
I was so anxious to get home from town that day to try out the PT-19 I could
hardly stand it. Of course, that day we had to stop at my Dad’s cousin’s
house. Well, Edward and my Dad starting to visit and the next thing you
know, we were invited for supper, and of course my folks accepted. All
hopes of an evening flight were dashed. Imagine yourself, sitting at a table
trying to eat, all the while knowing that the freedom of control line flight
was sitting out in the car.
We finally headed home. I think it was the longest 40 mile journey of my
life! I just wanted to get home and open the box so I could feel the smooth
lines of the PT-19, and rotate the propeller to feel the powerful compression
of the .049 engine!
As soon as we got home, I went to my bedroom and opened up the prized
purchase and assembled it with the included rubber bands. I assembled
the control lines and set it on my desk. It looked like it would go 100 miles
per hour sitting on its little plastic wheels! I then scrounged around in my
dresser drawers and found an old D-cell. I would be ready in the morning.
As morning dawned, I could see that it would be a perfect day to try out
the PT-19. I went upstairs, only to find that I would have to help weed the
Contd...
www.flemingfield.com

President’s Pen, Contd.
garden and clean the hog barn before I could try out my
new “toy”. Toy! This was not a toy! It was a state of the art
flying machine!
Finally, in the early afternoon the barn was clean and I was
released from the drudgery of pitching hog manure. It was
time to go fly!
I ran to the bedroom and grabbed the PT-19, the starter
kit and the battery. I strung out the lines, filled the fuel
tank and opened the needle valve. I was finally ready to
start the engine. I attached the glow clip, and my brother
held the glow clip wires on the battery. I wound up the
spring starter and let go. Nothing, not even a pop. I wound
the starter and tried and tried, but all to no avail. The old
D-cell just wasn’t up to the task. The flight would have to
be delayed until we went to town again at the end of the
week!
Luckily, my Dad had a machine break down a couple of
days later and I went to town with him and I bought an
official igniter battery. The freedom of flight was quickly
approaching.
The new battery was a miracle! The engine started on
the first try! My brother held the airplane as I ran to the
control handle. Mark let go and I was quickly airborne, for
about a half of a circle. In order get Mark’s help flying the
PT-19, I had to promise that we would take turns. Darn,
only a half of a circle, and it was his turn! Finally after a
couple of hours and a full pint of fuel, we were able to fly
3 or 4 circles before we crashed. We had succeeded! We
could fly!
FFAA Meeting Minutes — August 2, 2016 Meeting
1. The meeting was called to order by president Mike Bergeson
at 7:00 pm.
2. July minutes were approved.
3. Treasure’s Report by Robyn Shear
a. Beginning Balance: $3,475.36
Interest: $.15
b. Ending Balance: $3,475.51
4. Old Business: None
5. New Business: President Mike Bergeson commented on
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the airport rules and regulations that had been sent out
for review by the airport community. Discussion ensued
and FFAA members were encouraged to send coments to
Phil via email or at the next Airport Advisory Commission
meeting (AAC meetings held the 2nd Tuesday of odd
months). Greg proposed a fall cookout and the date was
set as Saturday, October 8th, at 5:00 pm. Hamburgers,
brats, potato salad, and other items will be provided.
6. Airport Manager:
a. Hangar inspections: Only 15 of 171 have yet to be
completed.
b. Relay for Life: Event will take place Friday, August 5th,
from 4 pm to midnight. Fuel will still be accessible during
the event. The NOTAM runs 11 am Friday to 2 am
Saturday. The event footprint this year will be smaller
(center row of tie downs) with a shorter time frame. The
airport is charging $1,000 for the event space. A motion
was made for FFAA to donate $500 to Relay for Life. The
motion was approved.
c. McMorrow Field: Set to be demolished and renovated
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this summer. Construction may close the north gate for a few
days while power lines are trenched in. Phil will have an
updated timeline closer to the project start.
d. West Side: One hangar currently going up, lot lease for
1890 Lysdale reassigned. Right of 1st refusal for 1811 Hines
was extended for prospective builder to finish hangar design.
8. Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.

Airport Manager’s Corner — September 2016
Airport Advisory Commission (AAC): On September 13th, the
AAC will meet for the regularly scheduled meeting. In addition
to the normal agenda items, the Commission is anticipated
to discuss the Draft Rules and Regulations. Comments were
received from many tenants and airport users regarding
their recommended changes to the rules and regulations.
These comments will be presented the Commission for their
consideration. Airport Staff greatly appreciate the involvement
they received from all who submitted comments and think the
rules and regulations will be better because of it.
Crack Sealing and Seal Coat: On August 25th and 26th, Professional Asphalt Services was out at the airport crack sealing and seal
coating the North Hangar Area Taxilanes. The project is being funded by a MnDOT grant for 80% of the cost. In addition, several
tenants coordinated with the contractor to crack seal and seal coat their hangar approaches. On short notice, Professional
Asphalt Services had an opening in their schedule and was able to fit this small project in between several other projects that
they had in the area. They came out and did a great job and this work will help to extend the life of the airport pavements.
McMorrow Park Construction: Constriction at McMorrow Park has begun. The tree removal has been completed. Several trees
that were susceptible to disease and invasive species like the Emerald Ash Borer were removed as well as trees within the
interior of the park that would conflict with the new fields. The old light poles have also been removed but the bases will remain
for the next week or so. Also, in the next few weeks, the contractor will be needing to trench in new utilities across the driveway
for the North Gate. This will take a few days to complete. One day to trench and dig out the old utilities, another to put in the
new utilities and pour new pavement, and a day or two for the pavement to cure. The contractor will give the airport as much
notice as possible on these dates as the North Gate will be shut down during this work for safety. In turn, the airport will post
and notify tenants of these dates as well.
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FOR SALE

WANTED – good ads from members…

40x40 hangars for rent/sale, 60x60 hangar for sale, 20 year
terms. 612-709-9646

Ads are FREE to Members! $1.00 per item for nonmembers. Ads will run for one calendar year (January
through December) and will then be removed. This is
because most people who place ads never contact us
to remove them even if the item has sold. You may
place the same ad again if you wish. Email
amylgesch@gmail.com to place an ad.
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Fuel System: Airport Staff observed the network connection go
down on August 26th. The airport issued fuel cards still worked
but no credit card transactions were able to be processed. After
several calls to Phillips 66 and FuelMaster Tech Support, we
ruled out the problem on their end. This meant that there was
a bad connection, burnt out circuitry, a blow fuse, a problem
with the new phone cut over, or a number of other issues.
IT and Logis were able stop out that day and try to trouble
shoot the issue but there was no answer to get the problem
resolved. Airport Staff assisted the pilots over the weekend in
purchasing fuel by using the airport fuel cards and processing
the payments in the office. We estimate we put in several miles
of walking/running to help pilots with fuel. On the following
Monday, IT and Logis were back out with some ideas to remedy
the problem. After trying a few of the simpler options we
headed back out to the control unit and call FuelMaster Tech
Support. Eventually, through a combination of multiple items
the system was back up and running at 100% by Monday
afternoon.
NOTAM Manager: The Airport will be transitioning to a new
NOTAM (Notice To Airmen) advisory and disseminating system
called NOTAM Manager. The new system will help the airport
notify pilots and interested parties more quickly of outages,
safety issues, pavement conditions, closures, and more. Pilots
will not necessary see any changes on their end. However,
the new system will dramatically increase the speed at which
NOTAMS are processed within the FAA system.
Runway Assessment and Condition Reporting (RCAM): The
FAA in implement a new set of requirement for reporting
runway conditions that will be effective October 1, 2016.
This new assessment will be used by airport operators and
pilots to report runway conditions. RCAM is a standardized
format, based on airplane performance data supplied by
manufacturers, for each type of contaminant and depth.
The RCAM replaces subjective judgments of runway surface
conditions with a condition of 6 to 0 where 6 is a dry runway
and 0 is no braking action or directional control. Mu readings
will no longer be reported but contaminants can be reported
for each third of the runway. For pilot reporting braking action
reports, the term “FAIR” will be replaced by “MEDIUM” to be
more harmonious with ICAO standards. For more information,
search the FAA website for SAFO 16009, Runway Assessment
and Condition Reporting.
Starwatch Party: on September 10th from 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM,
WCCO Meteorologist Mike Lynch will be out at Fleming Field to
watch the great celestial show in the sky. There will be a brief
indoor orientation in the Terminal Meeting Room followed by
views of the moon, star clusters, galaxies, and other wonders in
the sky. You will also get some great handouts of maps, charts,
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telescope guide, and more. Admission is free but bring your lawn chairs! The universe is waiting!
New Drone Rules: The new Small UAS Rule (Part 107), including all pilot and operating rules, is in effect as of 12:01 a.m. EDT
on August 29, 2016. The Airport has coordinated a meeting with MnDOT and Minnesota Autonomous Vehicle Meetup for
September 22, 2016 at 6:30 PM. This meeting will be a great opportunity to bring pilots and drone operators together to discuss
how planes and drones can operate safely in the safe air space. MnDOT will be present to provide details of the specific State
rules and the airport will present on the various areas of operations around the airport.

Planes ‘n Paws’
Pet Expo

OCTOBER 15 2016 10am- 2 pm
CAF (Commemorative Air Force) Hangar
Fleming Field Airport, South St Paul MN
310 Airport Rd, South St Paul, MN 55075

LIKE us at Planes ‘n Paws

Visit with other animal lovers vendors, vets, trainers, meet the STEM
bunnies and more!

Advertising Rates
1/4 page: $5/month
1/3 page: $7/month

1/2 page: $10/month
3/4 page: $15/month
full page: $20/month

NEXT AIRPORT ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING
Tuesday, September 13th, 6:00 pm
Airport Terminal Conference Room
All are welcome!
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FOR SALE
EXPIRED PRODUCTS – LIMITED QUANTITIES
Selling products below cost

Air Tech Coatings Rev 1 UA55 Fabric Adhesive $40.00ea
Cytec Dapco 2100 sealant
Air Tech Coatings PFU 1030 fabric primer

$70.00ea
$105.00ea

Air Tech a/b 9lb kits Aircast 3700 urethane blue $160.00ea
Air Tech Coatings PCU 2030 primer catalyst

$45.00ea

Used 206 Windshield & Window cover / Bruce’s custom $150.00ea
Windsock – Phillips 66 (orange) 8ft

$60.00ea

Life Vests – West Marine 4000 model 1443

$80.00ea

Vests – Mustang sportsman – size S / L / XL

$80.00ea

Fleming Field (KSGS) - 1700 Henry Ave. South St. Paul, MN 55075
www.lakeandair.com
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