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FFAA Meeting – Tuesday, April 7, 6:30pm Potluck Dinner, 7:00pm Business Meeting
Program: TBD
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Activities
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2015 Calendar
1st Tuesday each month – FFAA
3rd Tuesday each month – EAA 1229
April 10-11 – Great Minnesota Aviation
Gathering, Anoka County-Blaine Airport
(KANE) www.mnpilots.org/gmag

President’s Pen
by Mike Bergeson
Just Thinking
I just got back from South Dakota. My brother and I went to
my folk’s house and surprised my Mom for her birthday. I was
planning on flying, but things didn’t work out from a weather
perspective. The extended forecast was for bad winds on the
return flight. This morning the winds were 48 gusting to 63.
Yes, I was glad I drove! Driving home from my parents takes
almost eight hours and gives me a lot of time to ponder the
finer issues in life. Like how wings work.
Wings are really interesting. Air flows over the airfoil and lift is generated. Up to a
point, the higher the angle of attack, the more lift a wing will produce at a given speed.
However, if the angle of attack reaches a certain level, the lift generated by the wing
drops off rapidly and the wing will stall. I am not telling you anything new here. However, this is where I started thinking……
A wing has two phases, a stable phase and an unstable phase. Let’s assume that you
are flying along level at the cruise speed of your airplane and you hit some turbulence
and your left wing drops. What happens? As your left wing drops, the direction of
airflow will change on the left wing. Because of the downward motion of the wing, the
angle of attack actually increases on the left wing, which creates more lift. Conversely,
the right wing rises in this scenario. The angle of attack on the right wing will decrease
because of the upward motion, which will decrease the lift. The changes in lift from left
to right will have a tendency to bring the wings back to level. Pretty neat stuff, when
the wing is working in a stable phase, it makes the airplane easier to fly.
Now let’s slow down to where we are doing level slow flight just above the stall speed
and you hit the same bubble of turbulence and your left wing drops. The angle of
attack increases as the left wing drops, however, the angle of attack may exceed the
maximum lift angle of attack, and the lift generated by the left wing drops off dramatically and the wing stalls. At the same time, the right wing is moving up and the angle
of attack is decreasing and this wing keeps flying. You have just entered the wing’s unstable phase. When the left wing is low and stalled and the right wing is high and flying,
the excitement is about to begin. What will you do when this happens?
Continued....
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President’s Pen cont’d
On March 5th, Will Ballard passed away. Will was a very active
member of EAA Chapter 1229. If you were ever at one of the
Chapter meetings Will could be found at the grill cooking supper
for all of the members. Please keep Will’s wife and family in your
prayers.

FFAA Meeting Minutes — March 3, 2015 Meeting
1. Meeting called to order at 7 pm by President Mike Bergeson.
2. The minutes for the previous meeting were not approved as they
had not been published yet in the Fleming Flyer.
3. Treasure’s Report - Robyn
Beginning Balance: $3032.59
Interest: $0.03
Cash Dep. Fee: ($0.32)
Deposit: $280.00
Ending Balance: $3312.30
Treasurer’s report was approved.
4. Activities Report - Greg Bauer reminded everyone of the Mancini’s
Dinner planned for March 18th. $25 per person paid in advance.
Mike Bergeson reported on April 10-11 the Minnesota Pilot’s
Association (www.mnpilots.org) would be gathering for the Great
MN Aviation Gathering at Golden Wings Museum.
5. Old Business: NONE
6. New Business: Mike Bergeson reported that a new bill was
introduced into the House of Rep. and Senate called “Pilot’s Bill
of Rights II”. This legislation aims to expand the third class medical
exemption for recreational pilots and broaden the protections
provided in the original Pilot’s Bill of Rights signed into law in
2012.
Under the proposed laws, pilots flying recreationally in a wide
range of aircraft would no longer need to obtain a third-class
medical certificate.
The new bill also would allow private pilots to make noncommercial VFR and IFR flights in aircraft weighing up to 6,000
pounds with up to six seats. Pilots also would be allowed to carry
up to five passengers, fly at altitudes below 14,000 feet msl, and fly
no faster than 250 knots.
PBOR2 also includes a provision to ensure that pilots can fly under
the new rules even if the FAA fails to comply with the bill’s
provisions 180 days after enactment. Mike urged the FFAA
membership to contact their state representatives to show their
support for this bill.
7. Airport Manager’s Report: NONE
8. Meeting adjourned around 7:26 p.m.

www.flemingfield.com

Airport Manager’s Corner — April 2015
Hangar Inspections
Well, it is that time again. Joe will be sending out an email to
all hangar owners about this year inspection program. He will
be arranging a schedule along with the Fire Marshal. We need
your patience for this event. We need your participation in
being at your hangar on time, opening your hangars and having
everything ready. You have been thru this before, and know
that you need to have:
•
A fire extinguisher serviced in the past 12 months
•
The area around the electrical panel clear
•
No extension cord to parts washers, refrigerators, drill
presses…..
We look forward to see you at your hangar.
Easements & Home Purchases
We are making significant progress in our quest to clear the
runway protection zone north of the airport. We have signed
purchase agreements for two easements and one of the two
homes. We have made offers to the homeowners that have
trees that are blocking our night approach. To the south and
east of the runway we will be enforcing the airport clear zone
easements in the backyards of six homes. The homeowners
were notified several years ago and I have continued to keep
them aware that the trees in their backyards are going to be
removed in April.
Construction
Construction will be starting back us as soon as the road
restrictions for heavy vehicles is lifted. The construction firm
is anticipating that the North Diagonal Taxiway project should
take 25 days, and the Cessna & Decathlon Taxilanes will take
about 20 days. Please, remember that these are construction
estimates and bad weather may lengthen these estimates.
We do not know what issues/problems we may run into.
While construction is ongoing Northgate Road will become
the alternate taxiway/lane for the northern hangars. We will
remove the street signs along Northgate Road. Remember,
aircraft will have the right of way vs automobiles.
Obstructions
We are working, as we said in the easements part, on our
obstructions. With their removal/mitigation we should have
our instrument nighttime approach back. This will entail the
removal of the trees, as well as lighting some hangars on the
airport and some lights on the outside of the northwest fence
line. We are getting the lights from MnDOT and the property
owners are working with us to get them emplaced as fast as we
can. The lights on the hangars will be going up just as
Continued.....
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Airport Manager’s Corner cont’d
fast. If you are notified that your hangar needs a light, please understand that it was the FAA that is setting this standard. These
lighting and removal efforts are due to the location and heights of the obstacle.
Airport Advisory Commission
The Airport Advisory Commission will be meeting on April 14th at 6 pm. All are welcome.

Fleming Fly Market
FOR SALE

WANTED – good ads from members…

40x40 hangars for rent/sale, 60x60 hangar for sale, 20
year terms. 612-709-9646
Hangar For Sale - 1670 Ercoupe Lane, 48’ X 50’, 100 amp
service, electric bi-fold door, well insulated, 160,000 BTU
gas furnace, bathroom facilities, 1500 gal holding tank,
ample counter and cabinet space, 70’ over-wing wall
shelving, 220 volt compressor included. Call Dave Retka
at 651-263-8614 or e-mail at dretka@isd622.org for
additional information

JOIN THE FFAA TODAY!

Ads are FREE to Members! $1.00 per item for nonmembers. Ads will run for one calendar year (January
through December) and will then be removed. This is
because most people who place ads never contact us to
remove them even if the item has sold. You may place
the same ad again if you wish. Email
amylgesch@gmail.com to place an ad.
Advertising Rates
1/4 page: $5/month
1/3 page: $7/month

Stay informed on airport issues and ensure your
concerns are heard.
Contact Mike Bergeson
msbergeso@hotmail.com
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1/2 page: $10/month
3/4 page: $15/month
full page: $20/month

