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GreenStep Award
South St. Paul earned the Step 2 MN
GreenStep Award. The City received
this Award in June, which demonstrates
local commitment through action.

Becoming a Minnesota GreenStep
City is a voluntary challenge. This
assistance and recognition program to
help cities achieve their sustainability
and quality-of-life goals. The program
outlines 29 best practices that
correspond to implementable actions
that are tailored to Minnesota cities. The
focus of Minnesota GreenStep Cities

2020 Census
Partners are critical
to the success of a
complete and accurate
count in 2020.

is to promote cost savings and energy
use reduction while encouraging civic
innovation.
South St. Paul joined the Minnesota
GreenStep Cities program in 2016. The
program reflects the City’s commitment
to long-range, strategic planning to
ensure that the community evolves to
meet the needs of tomorrow. A team of
City staff is currently working on Step
Three of a Five Step program.

Once a decade, America comes
together to count every resident in
the United States. By April 1, 2020, all
South St. Paul households will receive
an invitation to participate in the 2020
Census. You will have three ways to
respond: online, by phone, or by mail.
The census can shape many
different aspects of our community.
The results of the census determine
our congressional representation
as well as federal funding for states
and communities. Every year, more
than $675 billion in federal funds is
distributed to support vital programs
- impacting housing, education,
transportation, employment, health
care and public policy.

www.SouthStPaul.org
NotifyMe® Sign up to receive email or text notifications.

How the census can benefit South
St. Paul:
• Residents use the census to support
community initiatives involving
legislation, quality-of-life and
consumer advocacy.
• Local government officials use the
census to ensure public safety, plan
for expansions in schools, or plan
for growth/improvements in the
community.
• Businesses use the data to decide
where to locate.
The City has a team working with
the 2020 Census to ensure everyone is
counted in South St. Paul. Watch for
further updates on the City’s website.

Follow on Facebook!

“City of South St. Paul, Minnesota”
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Upcoming Events
City Council Meetings
City Council meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each
month at 7:00 PM at City Hall. In the event of a holiday, the
meeting is moved to Tuesday.
July 1 and 15
August 5 and 19
September 3 and 16
(The Economic Development Authority (EDA)
business meeting will immediately follow the City
Council meeting on the first Monday of each month.)
Council Work Session/Economic
Development Authority Work Sessions
Council Work Session/EDA meets on the 2nd and 4th
Monday of each month at 7:00 PM at City Hall. In the
event of a holiday, the meeting is moved to Tuesday.
July 8 and 22
August 12 and 26
September 9 and 23
Boards & Commission
Airport Advisory Commission: 6:00 PM at Fleming
Field Airport
Tuesday - July 16 and September 10
Central Square Advisory Board: 6:00 PM at Central
Square Community Center
Thursday - August 15
Civil Service Commission: 10:00 AM at City Hall
Monday - July 1, August 5, and September 3
Economic Development Advisory Board (EDAB):
8:00 AM at City Hall
Tuesday—July 16 and September 17
Library Board: 7:00 PM at Library
Monday—July 8, August 12 and September 9
Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission: 6:00
PM at Central Square Community Center
Tuesday—August 6 and September 10
Planning Commission: 7:00 PM at City Hall
Wednesday—July 3, August 7, and September 4
SMFD Board of Directors: 4:30 PM at SSP or WSP
City Hall
Wednesday—July 17, August 21, and September 18

SMFD Citizens Academy

This fall the South Metro and Inver Grove Heights Fire Departments
will be hosting a Citizens Fire Academy. This dynamic eight week long
program is designed to provide participants with an inside view of each
organization and how they operate. Each session will last approximately
three hours.
Academy participants will learn about fire department operations
through a mixture of classroom and hands-on training. Each week
participants will learn about a different facet of the services provided by
the South Metro and Inver Grove Heights Fire Departments. They will
experience first hand what it is like to be firefighter, from performing
CPR to extricating a victim from a vehicle.
The Citizens Fire Academy is open to anyone 18 years or older and
you must live or work within the cities of West St. Paul, South St. Paul
or Inver Grove Heights. For additional information, email tjohnson@
smfdmn.org

SSP Night to Unite
The City of South St. Paul invites residents
to get together during SSP Night to Unite
2019 on Tuesday, August 6. Organize
a neighborhood block party and gather
outdoors for an evening of fun, food and
friends. The event helps build relationships
between neighbors and strengthens the
partnership with the City.
To register your block party and/or additional information, contact
Deb Griffith, Community Affairs Liaison at 651-554-3230 or dgriffth@
sspmn.org.
In addition, the South St. Paul Mayor’s Youth Task Force will be
kicking off the 19th Annual Fill the Backpack Campaign. Last year, over
200 backpacks were filled for students at Lincoln Center and Kaposia
Elementary, and the South St. Paul Secondary buildings.

City of South St. Paul
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South St. Paul Economic Development

South St. Paul’s Businesses Expanding
South St. Paul’s business community continued to expand and
grow in 2018, as longtime SSP businesses such as Wakota Federal Credit
Union and Twin City Hide invested in building and site improvements at
their locations.
New businesses such as Kaposia Club, Sojos, and Frankot Allstate added
new facilities to our growing and diversifying economic base.
All told, more than $21,000,000 in construction improvements were made
by private property and business owners in 2018, and more than 150 new
jobs were created or relocated to South St. Paul.

South St. Paul’s Opportunity Zone
In May of 2018, a 1.25 square mile area within South St. Paul was
designated as an “Opportunity Zone” in the State of Minnesota. This
special district, which is one of only seven metro area Opportunity Zones
outside the core cities, encourages private investment without sacrificing
property tax revenues instead of focusing on capital gains taxes for
those who invest and remain invested within the zone. South St. Paul’s
Opportunity Zone focuses on the Bridgepoint area, Concord Street
Corridor from I-494 to Wentworth, as well as the Southview and Marie
Corridors from 2nd to 13th.

EDA Awarded Grant Funding
The South St. Paul Economic Development
Authority (EDA) was awarded more than
$1,000,000 in grant funds in 2018 to help
foster economic development activity in the
community.
Funds from Dakota County were used at the
Drover Apartments, 161 Concord Exchange
North.
Funds from the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency were used at Vandalia Glassworks, 103
Concord Exchange North.
Funds from the Minnesota Department of
Employment and Economic Development will
be used to help clean up a former landfill site at
587 Verderosa Avenue to position it for future
light industrial development.
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Finance - Where is your dollar spent? Who pays property taxes?
South St. Paul’s city levy supported funds are broken down into
several functional areas, as shown in the chart below. Public Safety
and Public Works (streets, buildings, and parks maintenance)
accounted for 59 percent of the levy supported expenditures.

How are the expenditures funded? The city’s property tax
levy accounts for 60 percent of our total revenues. Other
revenues that support our budget are shown below. The City
adopts a balanced budget each year.

Engineering
After several years of planning, the reconstruction of Southview Blvd. (CSAH 14) from Marie Avenue
to 20th Avenue was completed as a joint project between the City and Dakota County. The improvements
included reconstruction of the roadway with bump outs at several intersections for improved pedestrian
safety, widened pedestrian areas with five foot sidewalks and colored concrete medians, street lighting,
and boulevard trees. Other street improvements included two blocks of 15th Avenue North between
Wentworth and Thompson along with the Maywood/Deerwood neighborhood.
Currently, the improvement of 5th Avenue South from Southview Blvd. to Park Street is underway and anticipated to be completed
this fall. Design/Planning is underway for the improvement of Concord Street North from I-494 to Annapolis Street East. The
project will consist of a combination of concrete rehabilitation and full bituminous reconstruction to provide a multimodal corridor
for vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian use. The overall project cost is estimated at $29.9 million with the City’s share of the funding at
approx. 11%. The project is early in the design phase and the community outreach component will begin in the near future.

Fleming Field Airport
Fleming Field Airport continues to see growth on the west side hangar area. Late fall of 2018
saw the beginning of construction on 4 new hangars. At the time of this newsletter, they are
nearing completion. There are also two lots with Rights of First Refusal that should be breaking
ground sometime this summer, and staff continues to receive inquiries on hangar construction
from prospective tenants.
This summer staff will wrap up the Triggering Event Master Plan (TEMP) project. When a
large project is planned, such as runway reconstruction, the FAA requires airports to perform a
TEMP as a way to step back and look at the big picture. Do the current facilities at the airport still meet the needs of the users? What
condition is the pavement in? The runway at South St. Paul is at the end of its useful life and needs to be replaced. The TEMP will
assist in decisions regarding construction timing, pavement design specifics, pavement type and airport layout. In 2020 runway design
work will start, with construction slated to start sometime in 2021. Once the runway is completed, design work on the taxiway layout
will begin with construction to start in 2024 or 2025.
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South St. Paul Police
In 2018, the Police Department added two officer positions, bringing the total
number of sworn officers from 28 to 30. The additional officers were needed to deal
with an increase in the number of calls, particularly Mental Health related calls. In
the Spring of 2018, we welcomed Officers Jonathan Weight, JC Stratton and Trevor
Wiese. Additionally, we welcomed Emily Danner as a Community Service Officer to replace the position vacated by Officer Weight.
In 2018, the Police Department began using a new piece of technology called the Vitals App to help officers with interactions with
individuals’ visible and invisible conditions and disabilities such as mental health, developmental, behavioral and intellectual. The
app is used by officers to view a personalized digital profile of individuals to reduce the risk of misunderstandings. Sadly, in July of
2018, while officers were dealing with an individual with a Mental Health related condition, two officers were shot and wounded by
the same individual. Both officers have recovered from their injuries and have returned to work. This extremely dangerous situation
shows the need for increased work with individuals with Mental Health related conditions. In 2019, the department added another
officer, bringing the total number of sworn officers from 30 to 31. We welcomed Officers Simo Peinovich and Charles Gelhaye. We
also welcomed Police Support Specialist Jess Mayer. With the additional staff, the Police Department began piloting a new program
which pairs an officer with a social worker to better deal with individuals suffering from Mental Health related conditions. Officer
Derek Kruse was assigned to this position and has been working with Dakota County Social Worker Kalyn Bassett. This pilot
program has brought great results in more effectively dealing with individuals in a mental health crisis and getting them connected to
needed services.

South Metro Fire
The South Metro Fire Department is a career fire department that provides fire and EMS
services to the residents of South St. Paul and West St. Paul.
In 2018, South Metro Fire responded to 6,524 calls for service. On average, South Metro
Fire responds to 18 calls per day, which included an average of four transports per day.
South Metro Fire’s loss per capita remains significantly lower than the Dakota County and
State averages. Additionally, South Metro Fire has reduced the ISO (Insurance Service Offices) rating to a 2.
There are only 10 other communities in the state with a rating of 2, no department is rated as a 1.
South Metro Fire is led by Chief Mark Juelfs, who was selected to replace Chief Mike Pott following his
retirement from the department after 37 years of service, six as the Chief.

South St. Paul Public Works
In 2018, Public Works focused on park upgrades including re-surfacing the tennis courts
at Summit Park with the addition of Pickle Ball lines on the courts; upgrading the electrical
and lighting at Northview Pool; and repainting of all park shelters. The first of four fields at
Veterans Field was also rehabbed. In addition, carpeting was replaced within the Police and
Fire Departments in City Hall.
In 2019, the second of four ballfields at Veterans Field was rehabbed and the counters and
shelving at the McMorrow concession stand were upgraded to stainless steel. Early 2019 was
a struggle for the Public Works crew as February was one of the snowiest months on record
and then they moved right into river floodings and managing the flood wall pumps, which are
still in operation. This is the longest duration of time that the flood wall pumps have been in
operation.

Pictured: Chief Mark Juelfs
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Parks & Recreation

In 2018, staff oversaw the completion of several parks projects, including the installation of
the SSP Lions Club Shelter at Kaposia Landing. The SSP Lions Club partnered with the city
by donating $50,000 to purchase and install the new 30’ x 50’ picnic shelter! Also at Kaposia
Landing, a new, smaller off-leash dog area was constructed inside the existing dog park to serve
dog park users that have dogs that are frail, anxious, or have any other special needs that require
a smaller, more focused area. Finally, after eight years of planning, community support, and
construction the McMorrow Field renovation was completed. The new field features four fullsized flat fields used for a variety of field sports including soccer, football and lacrosse; new 10’
wide paved trails connect all fields, parking areas, and the concession/restroom building; a new
playground structure; and additional parking areas.
2018 was a record year for Grant Funding and Community Donations. A $29,000 SHIP Grant was received to provide funding
for the preliminary design and specs for the Wakota Scenic Trailhead and Overlook. The 2018 bonding bill included a $781,000
appropriation for installing a lift station at Seidl’s Lake. A $612,800 Environmental Legacy Fund (ELF) Grant was awarded to the
city to be used for Phase 2 of Kaposia Landing from Dakota County, and $11,530 was donated from Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 639 to help fund AEDs at park bulidings, youth football uniforms, pool stairs at Northview Pool, and for the Pumpkin
Patch Event balloon artist.

Central Square Community Center & Doug Woog Arena

The Central Square Community Center (CSCC) installed 12 new cardio equipment machines which included three Treadmills, two
Elliptical Trainers, two Incline Trainer Treadmills, four Cross-trainers, and one Resistance Rower. The indoor pool also received a
facelift with a new filtration/mechanical system, installation of new competition starting blocks, and re-grouting and glazing of the
pool tile.

In 2018, Doug Woog Arena completed a LED light conversion. The project replaced current bulbs, wiring, and ballasts with energy
efficient LED bulbs. Light levels were increased and the energy saving benefits of LED lighting brought a return on investment
in eight months. Along with lamp replacement, the project also provided motion sensing switches in the lobbies and bathrooms to
further reduce energy comsumption.

South St. Paul Library

With a focus on outreach to the community, the library instituted a “Librarian on Wheels” program
with a bicycle and bike cart, made possible through a generous donation by Ann Meehl in honor
of Bob Meehl, her husband and library worker who passed away in January 2018. The library also
partnered with Ally Supportive Services every other Tuesday morning to help people connect with
resources for such issues as homelessness, SNAP eligibility, substance abuse help, and more.
The library offered 462 programs for youth and adults in 2018 and over 65,400 people visited
the library. Many new children’s programs, like Ozobots, Kid Coders, SciGirls and Summer Discovery, focused on STEAM learning.
Finally, the library bid a fond farewell to Ione Kealy, who worked at the library for 46 years. Ione retired on December 28, 2018, and
the City proclaimed this day as Ione Kealy Day!
In 2019, look for the Pop-Up Project which will take the library to under-served populations this summer, and staff will be
exploring such options as laptops or hot spots for checkout and virtual library cards.

Looking Forward

Top Priorities

On Monday, April 29, 2019, City Staff met with the Mayor and City Council in a goal-setting
session to develop top priorities for 2019 and beyond. The adopted goals included the following:
1) Development of a master plan for replacement of aging infrastructure; 2) Evaluation of longterm operational and facility opportunities for the library; and, 3) Development of a master
housing strategy to guide housing decisions now and into the future.
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2018 Drinking Water Report
The City of South St. Paul is reporting the results of monitoring
done on its drinking water for the period from January 1 to December
31, 2018. The purpose of this report is to advance consumers’
understanding of drinking water and heighten awareness of the need to
protect precious water resources.
To view the 2018 Annual Water Quality Report, please visit:

bitly.com/SSP2018WaterReport
The report can also be found on the City’s website at southstpaul.org
and search for 2018 Water Quality Report.
WATER FAQ’s

What is the hardness of South St. Paul water? The level is 18 - 20
grains of hardness (or 307 parts per million hardness). This is relatively
high and you may find it desirable to soften water through a privately
owned softener or softener service.
What is causing the low pressure in my home? Quite often, low
pressure is caused by a malfunctioning water softener. This can be
confirmed by checking the pressure at an “un-softened” inside or outside
water tap. If the pressure is normal, your softener may need repair.
The average pressure in the city distribution system is approximately 65
pounds per square inch.
Is there a sprinkling ban? There is a ban on lawn irrigations from
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM every day. When you do water your yard, water
slowly, deeply, and less frequently. Water early in the morning and close
to the ground. If you have new sod or seed in your yard, the City will
allow you to water during the restrictive hours, but for the best water
absorption, water early or later in the day.
Where should my sump pump drain hose discharge? Outside.
Sump Pumps to collect ground water are not allowed to discharge into
the sanitary sewer system. Hoses must be routed to drain to the outside
of the home and not into a laundry tub or floor drain.

How Can Residents Manage
Weeds at Home Without
Using Chemicals?
Weeds are the ultimate summer battle for
homeowners. According to the U.S. National
Wildlife Federation, the average suburban
lawn received 10 times as much chemical
pesticide per acre as farmland to fight
weeds. Despite dominating weeds, chemicals
infiltrate into groundwater, negatively
impacting humans, animals, and soil health.
Weeds can be managed without the use
of invasive chemicals through thoughtful
planning and intention:
•

Establishing optimal soil health is
a top priorty. By applying compost
and performing an annual aeration
procedure to allow for circulation
of nutrients, an ideal soil pH can be
achieved.

•

Smart mowing practices such as cutting
grass to a height of 2.5 to 3.5 inches
and leaving grass clippings on the
lawn to decompose helps the lawn
outcompete weeds.

•

In gardens, weed control amounts to
smart design. Plants should be placed
close together and varying plant heights
used. Ground covers are smart options
to stifle weed growth.

With planning and intention, beautiful
lawns and gardens are possible without
harmful chemicals.
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WE WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU!

Let us know what you think! For comments,
suggestions, city news call (651) 554-3284
City Hall: 651-554-3200
Police: 911 or 651-554-3300
Fire: 911 or 651-552-4176
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
James P. Francis, Mayor 651-249-3774
Sharon Dewey 763-645-9168
William Flatley 612-254-8821
Joe Forester 651-238-5562
Lori Hansen 651-450-6729
Joe Kaliszewski 651-451-3218
Tom Seaberg 651-999-9784
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Joel Hanson 651-554-3272

HELPFUL TIPS!
Where can I get rid of stuff?

Have you been inspired to purge your stuff by watching shows
like Tidying Up with Marie Kondo? Instead of throwing away
all the books and clothes that don’t spark joy, get rid of them
in a way that is good for the environment - donate, sell, borrow
and repair.
DONATE. Drop-off your unwanted clothes, jewelry, furniture,
and more to a secondhand store or get your stuff picked up
from your home. Check out the Reuse in Dakota County Guide
at www.dakotacounty.us, search donate.
Donate unneeded sheets, blankets and towels to Bridging, Inc.
or bring them to the Animal Humane Society to be used for pet
bedding, grooming or cleaning up.
REPAIR. Get your broken items fixed so they will be useful
again. Attend a Fix-it-Clinic to get free repair help, check the
website for upcoming clinics near you.
DISPOSE. If you aren’t sure where to take cleaning products,
furniture or confidential documents, ask the Green Guide on
www.southstpaul.org, search Green Guide.

Thinking Green in SSP

The SSP Farmers’ Market is back on Wednesday afternoons
from 2:00 to 6:00 PM at 12th Avenue and Southview Blvd.
New this year is the Thinking Green in South St. Paul
Campaign. The SSP Farmers’ Market has been selected as a
pilot project to try and eliminate single use plastic bags at the
market. We are asking patrons to bring re-usable bags, baskets
or containers for their purchases.
Did you know? The average
American family takes home
around 1,500 single use plastic
bags a year!
A Thinking Green booth will be at the SSP Farmers’ Market
with great information on easy ways to recycle, activities,
contest and giveaways. Our thanks to the Saint Paul Farmers’
Market and Wakota Federal Credit Union for partnering with
the City of South St. Paul for our Thinking Green in South St.
Paul Campaign. Come visit us at the market and don’t forget
to bring your own container to bring home your fresh fruits
and vegetables.

