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Rental Housing

Frequently Asked Questions

Rental housing is part of every community, including South St. Paul. Many people have questions on what qualifies as
rental housing and the guidelines and rules regarding rental housing. Information and forms can be found on the City’s
website at http://bit.ly/SSPRentalHousing. Below is a list of commonly asked questions regarding rental housing.
What is Rental Housing? Single-family, duplex, triplex, four-plex, apartments, condominiums, townhomes or another
residential rental dwelling that is used for residential occupancy by one or more persons who are not the owner or a
member of the owner’s family. For the purpose of the ordinance, family is defined as follows:

Family means those persons legally related to each other in a linear relationship such as spouses, grandparents, parents, children,
grandchildren and siblings. Family does not include branching relationships such as aunts, uncles or cousins.
Boardinghouse means a building other than a motel or hotel where, for compensation and by prearrangement for definite periods,
meals or lodging are provided for more than three (3) unrelated persons. No person shall operate a boardinghouse in any zoning
district within the City, which means that no more than three (3) unrelated persons may reside in one rental dwelling.
Is a license required for rental housing? Yes, every person who
owns property and operates it as residential rental property needs to
secure an annual license for the right to conduct this business within
the community. The license must be secured each year and the
premises must be inspected at least once every three years.
How do I obtain a rental housing license? To obtain a license for
your rental property you need to:
• Obtain a rental housing application. Applications can be obtained
at City Hall (125 3rd Ave N), the City’s website (southstpaul.org),
or request an application to be mailed to you (651-554-3211).
• Arrange an inspection of each rental unit by a City-licensed
Housing Evaluator (http://bit.ly/SSPRentalHousingEvaluators)
and provide the required inspection form.
• Complete the rental housing application and return it to: Licensing/Code Enforcement, 125 3rd Ave. N., South St.
Paul, MN 55075. A copy of the final inspection report must be attached to the rental housing application.
• Pay the per unit license fee of $30 and background investigation fee of $25.
What happens if I don’t license my rental unit? City Code makes it clear that the renting out of a residential
property is a regulated business activity in the City of SSP. You must have a license to conduct business. Failure to
obtain the required rental license means that you are no longer authorized to conduct that business and an advisory
notification will be sent to your tenants. The notice could impact their obligation to pay rent to you. The City may also
issue you an administration citation for failure to comply with City Code.
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City Construction Projects

2021 Crack Sealing
The City is preparing for summer
projects, including crack sealing several
streets in South St. Paul.
Crack sealing is an important preventive
treatment to help extend the life of the
street. Crack sealing is the process of
placing an adhesive sealant into cracks
on the pavement surface, preventing
the infiltration of moisture and
non-compressible materials into the
pavement.
The City has hired Northwest Asphalt
to complete this work. They have set a
tentative start date as June 9th, barring
any weather delays. The contractor will
post “no parking” signs when they are
working in an area.
The crack sealing map shows the
streets that are part of this project. The
primary streets are marked in red and
if material allows they will move to the
secondary streets marked in green.

Concord Street Improvement Project Update
The City opened bids for the Concord Street project in mid-April. Bids are currently under review by all partners with
an anticipated contract award taking place in early to mid-May.
The private utility companies are currently relocating their
facilities in advance of the roadway construction which will
start in late May after the award of the contract.
The project team is currently hosting monthly virtual
meetings to discuss construction plans with interested
businesses. For more information on how to attend,
visit the project website: www.concordstreetssp.com/
businessoutreach.
Stay Connected. For more background on the project and to
view the latest updates, please visit: www.concordstreetssp.
com
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North Concord Mixed Use District Study
In 2020, the City of South St. Paul was awarded funding
through a Statewide Health Improvement Partnership Grant
from Dakota County to study the North Concord Mixed Use
Zoning District. City Staff has teamed up with Michael Lamb
Consulting LLC, to update the zoning code to better serve
current and future users. Staff has put together an FAQ to help
residents better understand the project and its goals.
What is the North Concord Mixed-Use (NCMU) District?
The NCMU district is a mixed-use commercial and residential
zoning district that is in place primarily for properties located
along Concord Street North between Grand Avenue and South
St. Paul’s northern border with Saint Paul.
The NCMU district is what is known as a “form-based code.”
While traditional zoning codes are mostly focused on the use
of each building, a form-based code is primarily concerned
with the physical form of the building, meaning its visual
appearance and site design. Cities often use form-based codes
in areas where they are trying to achieve a specific look and feel
with new development.
Why did the City create the North Concord Mixed-Use
(NCMU) District? In 2003, the City embraced a vision to
transform Concord Exchange into a walkable mixed-use
downtown that would be inspired by traditional early 1900’s
main street architecture. The City adopted a small area plan
called the “Concord Grand Avenue Gateway Streetscape and Redevelopment Plan” and created a new mixed-use zoning
district that was put in place along Concord Exchange (this did not affect Concord Street North).
In 2004, the City enacted a moratorium on new development on Concord Street North to study the area. It was decided
that this corridor should also be a mixed-use commercial/residential area. The City organized a citizen task force who
looked at the corridor and recommended that the City essentially copy the zoning rules for Concord Exchange and put
them in place on Concord Street North. The City Council accepted the task force’s recommendation and created the
North Concord Mixed Use (NCMU) district.
Why does the North Concord Mixed-Use (NCMU) District Need an Update? Concord Street North is a very
different street than Concord Exchange. On Concord Street North, the parcels are smaller and narrower, there are bluffs
on both sides of the street, and there are railroad tracks on the east side of the street. The existing zoning rules are
specifically tailored to Concord Exchange and, consequently, many of the performance standards do not work well on
Concord Street North. It is very difficult, and in many cases impossible, to improve properties on Concord Street North
in a manner that satisfies the current NCMU code requirements. This means that variances are usually needed, even for
small projects. This is very challenging for property owners and discourages investment in properties along Concord Street
North.
The goal of this code update project is to get community consensus on a vision for what Concord Street North should
look like. The City will then update the NCMU district code to match that vision. The updated code will be tailored to
Concord Street North instead of being a copy of the Concord Exchange zoning rules.
Continued on Page 4
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Mixed Use District Study continued
Why do this Zoning Update Now? Until recently,
Concord Street North was a State Highway owned
and operated by MnDOT and the City had little
control over the design of the road. For many
decades, the road has been set up as a low-amenity
industrial highway. The City of South St. Paul,
MnDOT, and Dakota County recently completed a
“turnback” which transferred the jurisdiction of the
street. The City now owns and controls Concord
Street between Grand Avenue and our northern
border with Saint Paul and Dakota County now owns
and controls Concord Street between Grand Avenue
and Interstate-494.
The City, in partnership with Dakota County and
MnDOT, is about to commence the Concord Street
Improvements Project. This major road project
will overhaul Concord Street and transform it into
a multi-modal corridor that is safe and useable for
drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians. New sidewalks
and bikeable shoulders are being added to the
roadway and the street design is being beautified and
improved. Once the road project is complete, the
corridor will be much more attractive to investment.
The City wants to ensure that the right zoning rules
are in place to encourage that investment.
How Can I get Involved? You can submit written
comments, or you can speak to City Staff to share
your comments. There will also be some amount of
general community outreach during the “visioning”
portion of the project. The City is tentatively
planning to host an open house for the project in July
2021. You can sign up to receive updates relating to
this project on the project website.
The updated code will be reviewed at televised
meetings during the fall and a formal public hearing
will be held by the Planning Commission at that time.
The City Council will review the revised ordinance at
two separate meetings before voting on whether to
approve it.
More information can be found at the project
website (www.southstpaul.org/NCMU) or by
contacting the City Planner, Michael Healy at 651554-3217.

Dakota County Programming Study
Nears Completion

The programming study
commissioned by Dakota
County regarding a potential
new or renovated library in
South St. Paul has steadily
progressed from assessing
what we have with our
current library building to
considering what would be an
optimal library for patrons of
today and the future.

The general consensus of the team is that a building of
approximately 16,000 GSF (gross square feet) would be ideal for
our community, whether it be a new library located at 7th and
Marie Avenues or a renovation of our current site. However,
in 2022 dollars, both projects at this size were estimated well
above the County Board’s guidepost of $6 million for site,
construction, and soft costs. A complete gut and remodel of
our current site might meet the $6 million benchmark, but there
would be a sacrifice of desired public spaces and collections.
Any new or renovated facility is being compared to Inver Glen,
Pleasant Hill, and Farmington libraries of Dakota County for
amenities and space allotments.
A net-zero energy option for the proposed library was estimated
at an additional $1.1 million. A geothermal well field could be
utilized at the new site, but the current site could not support it.
The team’s report is expected to be presented to the County
Board, City Council, and Library Board in early May.

Wi-Fi Hotspots Available at the Library

The library has 28 Wi-Fi hotspots onsite for visitors to check out
for six weeks with a registered library card. The hotspots come
in a kit with a charger, instruction card, and network password.
These kits are provided by Dakota County Library System
and were created to help bridge the digital divide, to increase
access to the internet and library resources, and to help reduce
disparities in our community.
These kits are funded in part by the CARES Act and a grant
from the MN Dept. of Education using federal funds, CFDA
45.310 - Library Services and Technology Act, Grants to States
Program (LS-00-20-0024-20).
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Know the Code - Swimming Pools

With summer around the corner, it is time to start thinking about how
to cool off on those hot and humid days. For many residents, this means
setting up or using their swimming pools. The City Council approved
amendments to the City’s swimming pool rules in March of 2021. The
amendments were focused on modernizing the code to reflect the types
of pools that South St. Paul residents are using.
Here is a list of standards you need to know before setting up a
swimming pool in your yard this summer:
Temporary Pools
• Can be set up between April 1st and October 31st each year. These
pools should be disassembled and stored when not in use.
• Do not require a building permit but must adhere to the setback
requirements for accessory structures.
• Need to be taken down and stored at the end of the season. If you
wish to leave your temporary pool up year-round, it will be treated like
a permanent pool and is subject to permitting requirements.
Permits
• A building permit is required for swimming pools that are over 24” in
depth that can hold more than 5,000 gallons of water- whether above
or below ground.
• Temporary pools are exempt from the building permit requirement as
long as they are set up on a seasonal basis (April 1st to October 31st).
• Permanent pools, hot tubs, and spas that hold less than 5,000 gallons of water do not require a building permit but are
still subject to setback requirements and barrier/fencing requirements. Please contact the Planning Department if you
have any questions or would like a free site plan review before you install your small permanent pool or hot tub.
Pool Location. All swimming pools, whether temporary or permanent, are required to adhere to the accessory structure
setback standards.
• No swimming pools can be located in the front yard.
• Swimming pools located in the front 2/3 of a property need to be at least 5 feet away from an interior side property line,
and 9 feet from any street side property lines.
• Swimming pools located in the rear 1/3 of a property need to be at least 3 feet away from an interior side property line,
9 feet from any street side property line, and 3 feet from the rear property line.
• Swimming pools cannot be located underneath overhead utility lines, above underground utility lines, or within any type
of easement.
• Permanent swimming pools must be at least 6 feet away from the main structure on the property as well as any frost
footings. Above-ground hot tubs, spas, and temporary pools are exempt from this rule.
Preventing Uncontrolled Access. All swimming pools are required to have some mechanism to prevent children from
gaining uncontrolled access. There are a number of options for such methods including:
• Fences- Must at least 4 feet in height for swimming pools less than 4 feet in elevation.
• Attached Sides- Pools with attached sides or attached fences that create a barrier at least four (4) feet in height do not
require additional fencing.
• Temporary Pools do not need a fence as long as all means of access, such as a ladder, are removed when the pool is not
in use.
Questions regarding swimming pools? Contact the Planning Department at (651) 554-3270.
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Good Info to Know

Are you considering selling your home?
If yes, then you need to know about the Time-of-Sale Program
The City of South St. Paul implemented a Timeof-Sale housing inspection program in January
of 1996. The program is intended to enhance
the supply of safe housing and to prevent the
deterioration of the overall housing in the City.
When a homeowner is preparing to sell their
property they must have a Time-of-Sale evaluation
report available when showing the property. This
includes all single family, two-family, and multiplefamily dwellings located within the City.
The City has a list of licensed Housing Evaluators
that you will choose from and schedule an
inspection. Inspection costs are determined by
the individual evaluators. Once the inspection is
complete, the evaluator will leave a copy of the
report with the property owner. This report needs
to be displayed when showing the property for
sale. A copy of the guidelines used to evaluate the
property can be seen on the City’s website www.
southstpaul.org, search for Time of Sale.
The evaluator must also file a copy of the
inspection report with the City within 10 days of
the inspection. The City then reviews the report
for hazardous items and written requirements are
then mailed to the property owner. Any items
marked as “Hazardous” must be corrected before
a new homeowner takes possession.
When all the hazardous items have been
corrected, the homeowner must hire a different
housing evaluator from the list to re-inspect.
Once the home has been re-inspected, the second
evaluator will file the report with the City. A
compliance letter will be sent to the property
owner informing them that the hazardous items
listed have been corrected. This letter will be
required when you close on the sale of the
property.
Permits may be required for correction of some
of the hazardous items. Please call 651-5543220 for assistance with this program or permit
information.

List of items commonly found
hazardous:
• Smoke Detectors. Smoke detectors
are required in each sleeping room, and on each story or level
of the dwelling including the basement area. Smoke detectors
may be battery operated unless they are installed during new
construction. All smoke detectors must be functioning. All
alarms must be installed in accordance with the approved
manufacturer’s instructions. Ceiling mounted smoke detectors
shall be located as close to the center of the ceiling as possible,
but not within 6 inches of a wall. Wall mounted smoke detectors
shall be located near the top of the wall but not within 6 inches
of the ceiling.
• Carbon Monoxide Detectors. Carbon Monoxide Detectors are
required within 10 feet of each sleeping room. These detectors
may be battery operated and must be functioning.
• Garage Door Openers. Many garage door openers are plugged
into extension cords. This type of wiring is a hazard. All garage
door openers must be plugged directly into approved outlets.
Some other appliances that cannot be connected to extension
cords are water softeners, window air conditioners, washing
machines, clothes dryers, sump pumps and other “permanent”
appliances. An electrical permit must be secured to install a new
electrical outlet.
• Electrical Fixtures/Cover Plates. Outlets and junction boxes
with missing cover plates that have immediate potential for shock
are considered a hazard. Broken or cracked switches, outlets
and fixtures that have immediate potential for shock are also
considered a hazard and must be replaced.
• Electrical Ground. Electrical systems must be properly
grounded as per the National Electrical Code (NEC) Section 250.
• Gas Piping. Any gas piping for an appliance must have a gas
shut-off valve within 6 feet of theappliance or have the shut-off
valve located in the same room as the appliance.
• House Numbers. The address must be placed on each house
at or near the front entrance so the number may be easily seen
and read in daylight form the street. If the property is reachable
from an alley, the address must also be placed on the garage (not
on the door). House numbers shall be constructed of metal or
plastic with a minimum height of 4 inches.
• Gas/Water/Power. If the gas, water, and/or power is off to a
property, the evaluator will be required to mark items hazardous
and the items will have to be re-evaluated when the gas, water,
and/or power is turned back on.
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2020 Drinking Water Report
The City of South St. Paul is reporting the results of monitoring done on its drinking water for the period from
January 1 to December 31, 2020. The purpose of this report is to advance consumers’ understanding of drinking
water and heighten awareness of the need to protect precious water resources.
South St. Paul’s drinking water comes from a groundwater source: five wells ranging from 339-500 feet deep, that
draw water from the Prairie Du Chien-Jordan, Jordan, and Jordan-St. Lawrence aquifers. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency sets safe drinking water standards. These standards limit the amount of specific contaminants
allowed in drinking water. This ensures that tap water is safe to drink for most people. The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration regulates the amount of certain contaminants in bottled water. Bottled water must provide the same
public health protection as public tap water.
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. South
St. Paul works hard to provide you with safe and reliable drinking water that meets federal and state water quality
requirements. The City works with the Minnesota Department of Health to test drinking water for more than 100
contaminants.
To view the 2020 Annual Water Quality Report, please visit: http://bit.ly/2020SSPWaterReport
The report can also be found by going to the City’s website at www.southstpaul.org and search for 2020Water Quality
Report.

Frequently Asked Questions Regarding South St. Paul’s Water
• What is the hardness of South St. Paul Water?
The level is 18 – 20 grains of hardness (or 307 parts per million hardness). This is relatively high and you
may find it desirable to soften water through a privately owned softener or softener service.
• What is causing the low pressure in my home?
Quite often, low pressure is caused by malfunctioning water softener. This can be confirmed by checking
the pressure at an “un-softened” inside or outside water tap. If the pressure is normal, your softener may
need repair. The average pressure in the city distribution system is approximately 65 pounds per square
inch.
• Is there a sprinkling ban?
There is a ban on lawn irrigation from 10 AM to 5 PM every day. When you do water your yard, water
slowly, deeply, and less frequently. Water early in the morning and close to the ground.
• Where should my sump pump drain hose discharge?
Outside. Sump pumps to collect ground water are not allowed to discharge into the sanitary sewer
system. Hoses must be routed to drain to the outside of the home and not into a laundry tub or floor
drain.
If you have questions about South St. Paul’s drinking water contact Pat Dunn, Public Works Director, at 651-5543225 or pdunn@sspmn.org. You can also ask for information about how you can take part in decisions that may
affect water quality.
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The Beard Group Breaks Ground
Groundbreaking Ceremony for “The Yards”

On Monday, April 19th, the Beard Group
held a groundbreaking ceremony for the new,
luxury multi-family apartment complex “The Yards.”
While the weather was dreary, spirits were
high amongst the City Council members, City
staff, and members of the development team
that attended the ceremony.
The groundbreaking was for the first phase
of “The Yards,” which is anticipated to be
completed in September of 2021. The first
phase will create 154 apartments. The second
phase will create 109 additional units.

