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Concord Street Improvements

The Concord Street Improvement project is underway
and the $24,397,250 contract was awarded to Eureka
Construction. Eureka is currently working on the roadway
and utility work between I-494 and Hardman Avenue.
Concord Street is completely closed between Armour
Avenue and Hardman Avenue, with Hardman Avenue as
the local detour route. Cross traffic is open at Bridgepoint
Drive and Grand Avenue.
There are five phases to the project. Work occurring in
2021 includes:

• Phase 1 construction consists of removal of
pavement, curb, and street lighting. Concrete materials
removed from the roadway are being crushed for
re-use on the project. Installation of new water main
is taking place along the west side of Concord Street
between I-494 and Concord Exchange.
• Phase 2 construction work between Hardman Avenue
and Fury Motors will take place this summer and will
include storm sewer, water main, and sanitary sewer
installation as well as roadway reconstruction.
The remainder of the construction from Fury Motors
to Annapolis Street will take place in 2022. For more
information visit the Concord Street improvements
website at concordstreetssp.com.

The City of South St. Paul, in cooperation with MnDOT
and Dakota County, is investing in improvements to
Concord Street between I-494 and Annapolis Street that
will provide better multi-modal connectivity, increase
traffic safety and efficiency, and replace infrastructure
that has reached the end of its useful life.

Bryant Avenue Pedestrian Bridge
The City recently completed a draft report on safety and access improvements
for people walking to the south end of Kaposia Landing. Safety improvements
include a separated walking and biking trail by modifying the Bryant Avenue
Bridge.
To learn more, visit bit.ly/BryantPedestrianBridge. Please check out the
Pedestrian Bridge Study draft report, a short video summarizing the report, and
a link to a short survey. The City is welcoming comments through July 9, 2021.
The report will be presented at a Council Work Session later in July.
www.SouthStPaul.org
NotifyMe® Sign up to receive email or text notifications.
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City Construction Projects

Sidewalk Repair
The City has hired Safe Step LLC for just
under 20 miles of sidewalk inspections
and sidewalk trip hazard repairs. You may
have noticed a small blue number in the
corner of your sidewalk (see photo) if
your sidewalk is part of this project.
In the past, the City has completed
bi-annual sidewalk repair projects that
included removing and replacing concrete
sidewalk panels. Safe Step utilizes
equipment that provides a horizontal
saw cut to correct sidewalk differentials
of up to one inch in height. By repairing
the sidewalks in this manner, the City is
realizing a savings of over $500,000 as
well as no damage to surrounding lawns
or landscaping, no need to close sidewalks, and efficient repair times (approximately 20 minutes from start to finish).
Questions can be directed to the Engineering Department at 651-554-3210.

Seidl’s Lift Station & 4th Street South Construction

The City recently awarded the Seidl’s Lift Station project, as well as the 4th Street South reconstruction project. The work
on 4th Street South began the week of June 28th and Seidl’s Lift Station will begin in July.
The lift station moves water from the lake
to the storm sewer in 4th Street which
ultimately discharges to the Mississippi
River. In order to maintain a stable lake
level, the lift station will pump water
when the lake levels reach a certain
elevation. This will help reduce
shoreline erosion and minimize
flooding of the trail.
A future shoreline restoration
project is in the early planning
stages. With these improvements,
the lake habitat should flourish.
Work should be completed on the lift
station and 4th Street this fall.
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North Concord Mixed Use District Update
The City’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan calls for a zoning update to the Concord Street North corridor between Wentworth
Avenue and the City’s northern border. Over the last few months, City staff has been working with Michael Lamb
Consulting, LLC to update the North Concord Mixed Use (NCMU) zoning district rules which govern the corridor.
Zoning rules regulate the way land can be developed and used. The existing zoning standards that guide this district have
proven to be unworkable and, unfortunately, they often hinder development and redevelopment along the corridor and
make it harder for owners to invest in their properties. One of the City’s main goals for this project is to make the corridor
more business-friendly.
The project to update this zoning district is taking place in two phases. The first phase, which is now completed, focused
on engaging the community, the Planning Commission, and the City Council to develop a vision for the future of
Concord Street North. This vision has been formally laid out in a ‘corridor vision’ document that is available on the City’s
website.
The second phase of the project involves writing new zoning rules to implement the vision for North Concord that is
found in the vision document. This effort recognizes the fact that there are four distinct character areas on the corridor
and the updated zoning code will recognize that different parts of the corridor need different types of regulation. Staff
anticipates bringing the updated zoning code to the Planning Commission and City Council for formal review in early fall
with approval by November 2021.
More information about the North Concord Mixed-Use (NCMU) District and this project can be found at www.
southstpaul.org/NCMU.
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Parks & Recreation Staff Relocate to City Hall

After almost 20 years of operation, the City and South St. Paul Public Schools (SSPPS) have ended their Joint Management
Agreement for Central Square Community Center on June 30, 2021. As a result of this decision, SSPPS will take over the
operation of Central Square as part of programming through Community Education. The School District will continue to
maintain a strong senior program and other
activities. Further information as to specific
changes and impacts on future Central
Square usage can be directed to the SSPPS
Community Education Department at 651306-3631.
The City’s Parks & Recreation Department
will shift their focus to more traditional
programming activities. The department
operations moved to the first floor of City
Hall at 125 3rd Avenue North. You can
reach Parks & Recreation Staff at 651-366-6200.

New Playground at Kaposia Landing - 800 Bryant Avenue
For information on Parks and Facilities visit southstpaul.org

Dakota County Votes to Continue Negotiations for Merger and to Select
Designer for New Library
At the May 17, 2021 City Council meeting, the Council confirmed their desire to merge the South St. Paul Public Library
with Dakota County Library (DCL) in light of a presentation on May 10 by Jay Biedny, County Capital Projects Manager,
regarding the County’s completed programming study.
On June 8, Biedny introduced to the County Board the recommendations of the study pertaining to a Dakota County
library in South St. Paul. These recommendations were to 1) consider a building large enough to accommodate the full
base program of 16,146 GSF, 2) place the building on the City-owned site at 7th and Marie Avenues, and 3) anticipate
a total project cost of $8.3 million with an estimated $6.3 million in construction costs. The Board was presented with
resolutions from the City Council and the Library Board stating the intention of merging with the County at a mutually
specified date, offering the site of 7th and Marie for construction purposes, and requesting the full base program to meet
County standards for a library building. See concept design by HCM /Gensler below.
The request for action for the County Board consisted of acknowledging the conditions of the City’s proposals,
directing staff to begin negotiating terms and agreements
to accomplish this proposal, and finally directing staff to
proceed with designer selection for the potential building,
returning to the Board for contract approval in August.
The County Board voted 6-1 in favor of these requests, but
there will be many discussions to follow. The County will
be seeking State bonding money in the hopes of partially
financing this new library.
Documents regarding the programming study and the
Council and County Board meetings can be found at the
Future of SSP Library page at www.southstpaul.org/481/
Future-of-SSP-Library.
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South St. Paul Clean-Up Day

Saturday, September 18, 2021
Public Works Maintenance Facility (400 E. Richmond St.)
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Rain or Shine!
Clean-Up Day Guidelines:
•
•
•
•

For South St. Paul Residents Only - valid driver’s license or I.D. with South St. Paul address required
Fees are subject to change based upon material size or quantity
Payment by Cash or Check only
Below list is not all inclusive, however, some materials brought to the facility may be rejected if the hauler is not able to
accept it

Materials Accepted and Associated Fee (subject to change):
Mattress ......................................... $15		
Box Spring .................................... $15		
Chair/Recliner .............................. $5		
Couch/Sofa .................................. $10		
Sectional Sofa .............................. $15		
Sofa Sleeper .................................. $15
							
VCR ................................................ $10		
TV (varying sizes) ........................ $15-$30		
Computer Monitor/Laptop........ $10		
Printer ........................................... $15		
Scanner ......................................... $20		

Appliances .....................................................$20 each
Air conditioner, humidifier, dishwasher,
dryer, freezer, microwave oven, stove,
refrigerator, vacuum cleaner, washer,
water heater/softener
Miscellaneous Junk ..................................... Volume Based Fee
Tires ................................................................ $5
Tractor Tires ................................................. $20
Scrap Metal (non-metal must be removed)........ No Charge
Bicycles .......................................................... No Charge
Propane Tank (main valve must be removed)... $5

Materials NOT Accepted include:
• Brush		
• Oil		

• Compost		
• Paint			

• Hazardous Waste		
• Fluorescent Bulbs		

• Railroad Ties
• Car Batteries

Clean-Up Day is limited to cars, pick-up trucks and small trailers. No contractor or commercial debris is accepted.
For more information about the City’s Clean-Up Day, call 651-554-3204.
Dakota County residents can bring hazardous materials, including electronics to

The Recycling Zone

3365 Dodd Road, Eagan, MN
651-905-4520

For a complete list of accepted items, visit co.dakota.mn.us and search The Recycling Zone:
Hours: Wednesday: 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM; Thursday: noon to 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM; Saturday: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
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Good Info to Know

South St. Paul Compost Site
Open for the 2021 Season
Looking for somewhere to bring your
grass clippings? The Compost Site,
located off of Hardman and Verderosa
Avenues, officially opened for the 2021
season on Friday, April 9th.
The compost site accepts yard waste,
such as grass clippings and leaves. Fees
for disposal are $0.50 per standard size
bag or $1.00 per larger plastic bag or
barrel. Pickup loads are charged based
on size of truck and/or trailer. Please
note - no commercial truck loads are
accepted.
Hours of operation through September
5, 2021 will be 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. After
September 5th, the hours will be
reduced to 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.
Due to weather conditions, there may be times the Compost site is closed for the day or the operation hours are reduced.
If you arrive to the Compost site and find it is closed, do not leave your compost bags outside of the gate. Fines
may be imposed for illegal dumping.
The Compost Site does not accept brush or tree waste. This type of waste can be brought to Davey Tree-Twin Cities Wood
Products, 405 Hardman Avenue South. Brush disposal fee of $10 per vehicle/per trip. Brush disposal dates are: August 7,
21, and 28; September 11 and 25; and, October 9.

Tire Collection Event
Sunday, July 11th from 9 AM to Noon
Have some old tires you don’t know what to do with?
Bring them to the FREE Tire Collection event on
July 11th from 9 AM to Noon at West St. Paul
Public Works, 403 Marie Avenue East, West St.
Paul.
Drop off your tires WITHOUT RIMS at the
WSP Public Works building. Up to 8 car or
light truck tires will be accepted form each
household in West St. Paul, Mendota Heights,
South St. Paul, Sunfish Lake, and Lilydale. No
other items will be accepted at this collection.
This event is brought to you in partnership
with the Metropolitan Mosquito Control
District.
Questions? Contact Cassandra Johnson at 651-5524118 or cjohnson@wspmn.gov.
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SSP Archery Range

Did you know South St. Paul has an Archery
Range? Whether a novice or an expert, the
archery range offers a great opportunity to
practice this popular recreational activity.
The Archery Range, located at 405 Kaposia
Blvd., features:
• Six targets at 20, 30, and 40 yards.
• Shooting stations that feature bow hangers
and quivers.
• Disability parking and ADA accessible
paths to the shooting station and all target
distances.
• Ample shade, a trash receptacle, and picnic
table.
Archers must provide their own equipment, and
only arrows with target tips are allowed - no broadheads. Safety rule signs and more information can found on-site at the
range.
The Archery Range is open dawn to dusk every day, and all ages are welcome. Ages 16 years and younger must have adult
supervision.

Need to Retire your American Flag?
Replacing your flag? South St. Paul
City Hall, located at 125 3rd Avenue
North, has a Retired Flag Drop
Box thanks to the South St. Paul
Gallagher Hansen VFW Post #295.
If you have a flag that should be
retired, feel free to bring your flag
to the front lobby of City Hall and
drop into the box.

SSP Farmers’ Market is Back!

The South St. Paul Farmers’ Market is back on
Wednesday afternoons. Located on the corner of 12th
and Southview, it is opened from 2 to 6 PM and has a
variety of locally grown produce. Visit the market each
week, as the produce is changing depending on the
season. We are Thinking Green in South St. Paul, so
bring re-usable bags to carry home your purchase.
The South St. Paul Farmers’ Market is scheduled through
September 29th.

South St. Paul Night to Unite
Tuesday, August 3, 2021
Join the City of South St. Paul for
the 13th Annual South St. Paul
Night to Unite on Tuesday, August
3rd. Also known as National
Night Out, plan a neighborhood
get together and spend the evening outdoors with your
neighborhood. Enjoy visits from the South St. Paul
Police, Fire, City Staff, School Board/staff and more.
Registrations form are available on the City’s Website
at www.southstpaul.org or by contacting Deb Griffith,
Community Affairs Liaison, at 651-554-3230 or deb.
griffith@southstpaul.org.
In addition, the South St. Paul Mayor’s Youth Task Force
will be kicking off the 22nd Annual Fill the Backpack
Campaign. The Task Force is looking to fill backpacks
for students in need at the South St. Paul schools. Watch
for additional information on the City’s Website and
Facebook pages.
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WE WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU!

Let us know what you think! For comments,
suggestions, city news call (651) 554-3284
City Hall: 651-554-3200
Public Works: 651-554-3225
Police: 911 or 651-554-3300
Fire: 911 or 651-552-4176
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
James P. Francis, Mayor 651-321-8348
Pam Bakken 651-274-2409
Sharon Dewey 763-645-9168
Lori Hansen 651-450-6729
Joe Kaliszewski 651-451-3218
Todd Podgorski 651-330-0584
Tom Seaberg 651-999-9784
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR
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South St. Paul

A great place to live, work, and play!

Catalytic Converter Theft Prevention

South St Paul Police Department in conjunction
with Footh Auto hosted an event aimed at reduction
of theft of catalytic converters. Footh Auto
generously agreed to donate their service bays to
paint converters with high temp paint to discourage
thefts. The event was heavily attended, and some
were turned away due to sheer volume. For those
that were turned away, Footh Auto provided free oil
change certificates and the promise to do it at a later
date by appointment.
Here is a link to the video prepared by Town Square
TV that focuses on this event and provides a useful
tip to reduce theft of catalytic converters: https://
vimeo.com/560903851.
Hats off to SSP PD and Footh Auto for their
proactive approach to this problem!

Sprinkling Ban

The City is required by the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) and the
Minnesota Department of Health
(MDH) to have a Water Supply
Plan. As part of this requirement,
the City adopted a Lawn Sprinkling
Conservation plan.
The Lawn Sprinkling Conservation
measure restricts the hours of lawn
sprinkling to prior to 10:00 AM or
after 5:00 PM each day. No sprinkling
should occur between 10:00 AM to
5:00 PM any day.
For answers to common lawn watering
questions,visit southstpaul.org and
search for Sprinkling Ban.

