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BKV Group Selected for New County Library
On August 10, 2021, the Dakota County Board unamimously
voted to approve Boarman Kroos Vogel Group, Inc. (BKV
Group) of Minneapolis for architectural and engineering
design services regarding the future construction of a
Dakota County library in South St. Paul. County staff
received 14 proposals for the project, and a team of
County and City staff interviewed four firms. BKV Group,
with many in-house design disciplines, proposed a fee of
$531,821, which was within the County’s design budget, and
they intend to launch a multi-faceted community engagement
program to understand the community’s needs. The contract
was awarded to the firm on August 24.

The new proposed library, situated on City-owned property
at 7th and Marie Avenues, will be approximately 16,000 GSF
with a total project budget of $9.4 million, which includes
construction, design and other soft costs, and $1.1 million
of potential State bonding support for creating a Net Zero
Energy building. A Net Zero building annually generates
as much energy as it uses. The County also plans to pursue
New library concept design by HCM/Gensler
a 50% match 2022 State bonding bill request for the entire
project. Community engagement opportunities are scheduled
to begin in September. It is important to note that there are still details to be worked out before the new library is a
certainty. For more information about this project, visit the Future of SSP Library page at http://www.southstpaul.
org/481/Future-of-SSP-Library.

Local Performance Aid Survey

In 2010, the Minnesota Legislature created the Council on Local Results and Innovation. As part of this a set of
performance measures were created for cities and counties. The Legislature also enacted a program of additional state aid
equal to $0.14 per capita ($2,908 for SSP) to assist communities in implementing a performance measurement program.
A condition of program participation is the requirement that the City conduct a survey of our residents to get their input
on ten required areas. The survey is available on-line through the assistance of the League of Minnesota Cities using this
link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021SouthStPaul.
Please take the time to provide us with your feedback. Responses must be entered by the close of business on November 5,
2021. Results of the survey will be published in an upcoming issue of our newsletter.
www.SouthStPaul.org
NotifyMe® Sign up to receive email or text notifications.

Follow on Facebook!
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The Yards Phase II Receives Preliminary Approval
Hopkins-based real estate development firm the Beard Group is back
with a second phase of their luxury apartment building “the Yards”. The
Yards received approval from the City Council in December of 2020, with
the promise of bringing forward a second phase of the project for City
review in 2021. The second phase of the project, the Backyards, will offer
an additional 126 units including a mix of studio, one-bedroom and twobedroom units.
The Backyards will offer the same premium amenities as the Yards,
including a fitness center, community room, underground parking, and
a roof top deck. In addition to premium amenities, the Backyards will
feature an interactive wall art display that highlights the city and its history.
The display will include a panel showing the Mississippi River surrounded
by historic South St. Paul locations including Kaposia Village and the
stockyards. Both the Yards and the Backyards will have interactive, cowrelated art that embraces the city’s history and keeps the legacy of the
stockyards alive even as the city transitions into a new era.

Business Revolving Loan Fund Update

In the early 2000s, the South St. Paul Housing and Redevelopment Authority (now Economic Development Authority)
created a revolving loan fund to stabilize and increase the city’s tax base, create and retain permanent private sector
jobs and improve economic opportunities by promoting local business development and expansion. The program was
originally targeted towards businesses in the Bridgepoint Business Park and has provided funding to 35 businesses since its
inception. Given that the thriving Bridgepoint Business Park is nearly built out, the program was in need of an update to
better align with the city’s current development needs.
The Economic Development Authority and City Staff worked in tandem to revise the existing Revolving Loan Fund
Program to offer a more flexible loan program that is open to businesses throughout the community. The revised program
has over $720,000 to help finance the expansion of existing facilities, renovation of aging buildings and/or purchase of
new equipment for new and existing businesses. Applications for funding are accepted on a year-round basis. For more
information on this program visit www.southstpaul.org/FTA or contact Community Development at (651) 554-3270.

South St. Paul Receives Tree Grant!

Earlier this year, the City applied for the Department of Natural Resources’ Shade
Tree Grant. This grant is designed to assist communities that have been affected by
Emerald Ash Borer. Grant funding can be used to remove diseased trees and replace
them at a 1:1 ratio with a new tree. South St. Paul was awarded $94,500 for the
removal of existing trees and the purchase and planting of new trees. Per the grant
requirements, trees planted through this program can only be planted on city-owned
property such as boulevards and parks. Trees cannot be planted on private residential
property. The trees that will be planted will help diversify the city’s tree species
so future tree diseases will not have the same devastating impact on the city’s tree
population. Stay tuned for more updates on the use of the grant!
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Got Junk? Bring it SSP Clean-Up Days on September 18, 2021
It’s that time - clean out your garage, closets, basement, attic, etc. and bring your unwanted items to SSP Clean-Up Day on
Saturday, September 18th from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM (Rain or Shine).

South St. Paul Clean-Up Day

Public Works Maintenance Facility (400 E. Richmond St.)
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM • Rain or Shine!
Clean-Up Day Guidelines:
•
•
•
•

For South St. Paul Residents Only - valid driver’s license or I.D. with South St. Paul address required
Fees are subject to change based upon material size or quantity
Payment by Cash or Check only
Below list is not all inclusive, however, some materials brought to the facility may be rejected if the hauler is not able to
accept it

Materials Accepted and Associated Fee (subject to change):
Mattress ......................................... $15		
Appliances .....................................................$20 each
Box Spring .................................... $15		
Air conditioner, humidifier, dishwasher,
Chair/Recliner .............................. $5		
dryer, freezer, microwave oven, stove,
Couch/Sofa .................................. $10		
refrigerator, vacuum cleaner, washer,
Sectional Sofa .............................. $15		
water heater/softener
Sofa Sleeper .................................. $15
							Miscellaneous Junk ..................................... Volume Based Fee
VCR ................................................ $10		
Tires ................................................................ $5
TV (varying sizes) ........................ $15-$30		
Tractor Tires ................................................. $20
Computer Monitor/Laptop........ $10		
Scrap Metal (non-metal must be removed)........ No Charge
Printer ........................................... $15		
Bicycles .......................................................... No Charge
Scanner ......................................... $20		
Propane Tank (main valve must be removed)... $5

Materials NOT Accepted include:
• Brush		
• Oil		

• Compost		
• Paint			

• Hazardous Waste		
• Fluorescent Bulbs		

Clean-Up Day is limited to cars, pick-up trucks
and small trailers. No contractor or commercial
debris is accepted.
For more information about the City’s Clean-Up
Day, call 651-554-3204.

• Railroad Ties
• Car Batteries

City of
South St. Paul
Minnesota

Online Shopping to Save Your Wallet and the Planet

The average Dakota County resident creates 2,180 pounds of waste each year. Reduce the amount you toss by buying used.
Donating and shopping at secondhand stores saves you money, supports local businesses, and help you create a unique
style. Buying used has an added benefit - it keeps our air and water clean and saves natural resources by not having to make
new products.
You can go beyond brick-and-motar stores to find what you need and get rid of what you don’t. Use online outlets to save
the planet and your wallet. Here are a few online options:
• NextDoor.com - look in the “For Sale” section
• Facebook.com - for neighborhood buy/sell groups and Marketplace
• thredUP.com - for women and kid clothing and accessories.
Use a safe site to exchange in person like Swap Spot at the police or Sheriff departments. Get tips for selling and buying
used in the Dakota County Reuse Guide at www.dakotacounty.us, search reuse guide.
Partially funded by Dakota County and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Fall Community Events - Family Fun!
Halloween Skate at the Doug Woog Arena
Sunday, October 24, 2021 • 2:00 to 3:00 pm
Get your friends and family together for a family Halloween Skate at the Doug Woog Arena.
Join the Doug Woog Arena Staff and the SSP Mayor’s Youth Task Force for an afternoon
of fun. This event is FREE to attend.
There will be fun music and lights, a costume contest (for safety reasons, no Halloween
masks, but face painting is ok) and trick or treating. Skate rental is available for a nonperishable food donation to Neighbors, Inc. (Please note, there is a limited number of rental
skates available, so come early for best selection). We will have a ghooooooooouly good
time.
The Great Halloween Get Together is Back!
Sunday, October 31, 2021 • 5-7 PM • Marie Avenue
Marie Avenue is the place to be on Halloween Night!
Join the City of South St. Paul Parks & Recreation,
the South St. Paul Youth Task Force and SSP local
businesses for the 20th Annual Great Halloween
Get Together. Travel the transformed Marie Avenue
starting at 7th Avenue to the 4th Avenue and then
back to Central Square trick and treating along the
way. The evening will offer a safe and fun communitywide Halloween Celebration in South St. Paul.
The City of South St. Paul invites all business,
organizations and residents to participate in the Great
Halloween Get Together. Volunteers are needed to
make the event a success.
For additional information on the Halloween events, contact Deb Griffith, Community Affairs Liaison at 651-554-3230 or
deb.griffith@southstpaul.org or Parks & Recreation at 651-366-6200.
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Construction Update

Concord Street Improvements
The Concord Street Improvement project is proceeding on schedule. The project is anticipated to last two years:
• Phase 1 work continues between I-494 and Grand Avenue including concrete pavement repairs, watermain
installation, sidewalks, street lighting and restoration.
• Phase 2 work between Hardman Avenue and Fury Motors has begun and includes retaining walls, storm sewer,
water main and sanitary sewer installation as well as roadway reconstruction.
• The remainder of the construction from Fury Motors to Annapolis Street will take place in 2022
The City holds monthly Virtual meetings for the businesses on Concord Street, and sends out weekly e-mail newsletters
regarding the project. To sign up for either of these, or, for more information visit the Concord Street Improvements
website at https://www.concordstreetssp.com/
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Keep Leaves out of Storm Drains
You may not realize it, but even if you can’t
see water from your front door, you live on
“waterfront property.” Every storm drain
eventually leads to a nearby lake or river, making
the water’s edge as close as the nearest storm
drain or ditch. So this fall, help protect and
cleanup our surface waters by simply keeping the
storm drains near your house clean and free of
leaves and other yard waste!

Leaves and other yard waste are often an unseen
source of pollution. After all, they are part of
nature, right? But leaves and yard waste become
a source of pollution when they are washed into
surface waters after it rains. Once they get into
surface waters, the leaves release nutrients that
Leaves and Storm Drains do not mix!
contribute to accelerated growth of algae. This
Keep them out of the streets and storms drains to prevent flooding.
can result in low oxygen levels, fish kills, and
unsafe swimming and recreation conditions. This
fall, follow some simple guidelines to keep leaves out of our streets, storm drains, and ditches, and help keep our surface
waters clean!
When raking up leaves, branches, and
debris from your yard, dispose of them
properly. Here are some good options:
•

•

•

Compost yard waste in your
backyard. Adding leaves to a
compost pile is an inexpensive way
to add nutrient rich fertilizer to your
gardens.
Bring leaves to a compost site
or other acceptable disposal site.
Many sites take leaves and other
yard waste free of charge or for
a small fee. Information on the
City’s compost site can be found at
http://www.southstpaul.org/208/
Yard-Waste-Compost-Site. The
Compost Site is located at Hardman
and Verderosa Avenues (under the
I-494 Bridge).
Till leaves directly into a garden for
added organic matter.
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WE WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU!

Let us know what you think! For comments,
suggestions, city news call (651) 554-3284
City Hall: 651-554-3200
Public Works: 651-554-3225
Police: 911 or 651-554-3300
Fire: 911 or 651-552-4176
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
James P. Francis, Mayor 651-321-8348
Pam Bakken 651-274-2409
Sharon Dewey 763-645-9168
Lori Hansen 651-450-6729
Joe Kaliszewski 651-451-3218
Todd Podgorski 651-330-0584
Tom Seaberg 651-999-9784

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER
SOUTH ST. PAUL, MN 55075

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Joel Hanson 651-554-3272

South St. Paul

A great place to live, work, and play!

Drought in Minnesota

With 39 percent of Minnesota
now experiencing severe drought,
42 percent experiencing extreme
drought and 8 percent experiencing
exceptional drought, it is more
important then ever to conserve
water usage. As of August 24,
Northern Dakota County was listed
as D2 or severe drought.
As a reminder the City of SSP has a
sprinkling ban in effect between the
hours of 10 AM to 5 PM everyday.
For more information on drought
conditions visit https://www.dnr.
state.mn.us/climate/drought/index.
html

Save the Date

Need a place to get rid of your fall
pumpkins? Mark your calendar for the
Pumpkin Recycing Event happening
November 6th and 7th at Wakota
Federal Credit Union. Watch for more
information on this event on the City’s
Facebook page.

Compost Site - Fall Hours

Leaves will soon be falling and the SSP
Compost Site, located off of Hardman
and Verderosa Avenues, is the location to
take them.
Fall hours of operation starting Sept.
10 will be 9 AM to 5 PM on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.
Visit www.southstpaul.org for more
informatoin.

