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City News & Updates
Fleming Field Airport - Runway 16/34 Reconstruction Project
The City of South St. Paul will be completing a
reconstruction of the runway at the South St. Paul Municipal
Airport (Fleming Field) this summer. Fleming Field is a
bustling airport with substantial economic activity, estimated
to be $65.2 million per year according to MnDOT Office
of Aeronautics. The Airport is home to multiple thriving
businesses and over 70,000 aircraft takeoffs and landings per
year.

The project includes the reconstruction of Runway 16/34
which was last reconstructed in 1987. The project also
includes replacement of the runway lighting and circuitry with
LED lighting. The project only includes reconstruction of
existing pavements, and no expanded infrastructure or airport
capabilities.

How to Adopt a Storm Drain

The project was designed by SEH and was competitively bid
in June of 2021. The construction contract was awarded to
Northwest Asphalt and construction is anticipated to begin in
August. Construction will include the closure of the runway
from August 8th to August 26th (18 days). The project has
been phased to limit impacts to airport tenants and users.
The Airport will complete the required notification to pilots
of the construction and runway closure prior to and during
construction to ensure safe aircraft operations during the
project.
The project is 100% federally funded through the FAA’s
Airport Improvement Program (AIP) and the American
Rescue Plan Act.

Imagine a future where your local river or waterway was clear of algae, trash, salt, and sand. Crystal clear waters
are healthier for wildlife, aquatic plants, and the millions of residents who depend upon surface water as a drinking
supply.
In order to protect the lakes, rivers, and streams that
Minnesotans call home, we need your help. There are more than
300,000 storm drains in the metro area, and every one of them
flows into a local waterway. Adopt a Storm Drain is the largest
adopt-a-drain program in the country and you can be part of
the change. Adopt-a-Drain asks residents to adopt a storm drain
in your neighborhood and then volunteer 15 minutes, twice a
month, to keep the drain clear of leaves, trash, and other debris
to reduce water pollution. Sign up at Adopt-a-drain.org today.
Contact Conor for more information or help signing up.
Email: cresnikoff@sspmn.org • Phone: 651-554-3213
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Street & Maintenance Projects
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Public Works Street Overlay
Projects
The City is planning for street overlay projects this
summer. The project will include an asphalt overlay
(no reconstruction) on the identified streets. “No
Parking” signs will go up approximately 24 hours
prior to the work beginning for the following streets:
•
•
•
•
•

3rd Ave S (Southview to 6th St S)
17th Ave S (Southview to Marie)
16th Ave S (Marie to Southview)
2nd St N (12th Ave to 9th Ave)
15th Ave S (Southview to 3rd St S)

Questions regarding this project can be directed to the
Engineering Department at 651-554-3210.

Sanitary Sewer Maintenance
and Cleaning Project
Routine sanitary sewer cleaning
and maintenance will be completed
throughout the summer. The highlighted
areas on the map indicate the area where
the work will be completed.

Report Backups and Prevent
Blockages
Public Works concentrates on routine
cleaning and maintenance of sanitary
sewer lines in different areas of the city
each year, but we still need your help
in preventing sewer maintenance issues
and backups. If you see, hear, or smell
anything that may indicate a sewage
backup in your home, contact the Public
Works Department before calling a drain
cleaning company. You may be able
to avoid an unneccessary charge if the
problem is in the City’s sewer line rather
than your private service. Contact Public
Works at 651-554-3225 during normal
business hours, or call 9-1-1 after hours
and weekends.
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City News & Updates
South St. Paul Public Schools Launched a Safe Routes to School
Demonstration Project
South St. Paul Public Schools installed a Safe Routes to
School (SRTS) demonstration project at the intersections
of Spruce St E and 1st Ave S and Dale St E and 1st Ave S.

Demonstration projects are temporary, low-cost roadway
projects that are used to test potential design solutions to
improve walking and biking. These projects are funded by
a grant from the Minnesota Department of Transportation
and are being completed in partnership with South St. Paul
Public Schools and the City of South St. Paul.
The project offers an opportunity for students, families,
and members of the public to try potential changes to

streets that are designed to improve safety and comfort for
children walking and biking to school along and across 1st
Ave S. Community members are invited to walk, bike, and
drive through the project sites and share feedback via an
online survey. The pilot began in mid-May 2022 and will
be taken down before the first snow event in late fall 2022.
The project will include temporary curb extensions and
high-visibility crosswalk markings.

Contact Kaposia Education Center School Counselor
Travis Truhler at ttruhler@sspps.org for more information.

Successful First No Mow May
You might have noticed that during the
month of May some properties’ grass
seemed a little longer than normal.
Maybe this was due to the rainy April
we had, followed by a sunny May?
It also could have been that your
neighbors were participating in No
Mow May.
No Mow May encourages residents
to protect pollinator food and
habitat during the transition from
winter to spring by avoiding mowing
their lawn during the month of May.
Participating in No Mow May supports
all of Minnesota’s pollinators - including
native bees, honeybees, ants, flies, beetles,
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birds, butterflies, and more! Avoiding mowing
protects overwinter habitat for native bees
and allows plants rich in nectar and other
nutrients to grow as pollinator food at
a time when pollinators need it the
most.
2022 was the first year that South
St. Paul formally participated in
No Mow May. This optional
program was well received, and
almost 150 residents registered
to participate in the program.
Several other cities in Dakota County
participated in No Mow May, including
West St. Paul and Mendota Heights.

Community Events
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Farmers’ Market

Community-wide Garage Sale

Shop for fresh and locally grown produce
at your local Farmers’ Market. SNAP and
EBT transactions are accepted at the SSP
location.

Register for this popular event and sell
some of your extra stuff! All registered
participants will be listed on the
community garage sale map which will be
available for free to all shoppers.

Located on the ccorner of 12th and
Southview Blvd. in the Wakota Federal
Credit Union parking lot.

Registration forms online at southstpaul.
org or by contacting Deb at dgriffith@
sspmn.org.

Wednesdays, 2 to 6 pm
June 15th - October 12th

June 23-35

Kaposia Days

June 24-26
This community summer celebration
kicks off with the Grande Day Parade
on Friday, June 24 and ends on Sunday,
June 26 with a firework display. Our
very own library has been selected as
the 2022 Community Grand Marshal!
Visit kaposiadays.org for more information
and listing of events.

Children’s Parade
Saturday, June 25th • 9:30 am
Hosted by the SSP Mayor’s Youth
Task Force, this year’s parade theme is
My Favorite Storybook Character in
celebration of the SSP Library 100th
Birthday!
Registration starts at 9:30 am at 5th and
Southview. Parade begins at 10 am.

Touch a Truck Event

DISCO Bingo

Saturday, June 25th • 10 am to noon

Saturday, June 25th • 8:07 to 9:37 pm

Bring the kids out to see and touch a
variety of trucks. The City Council will be
onsite and will be handing out a limited
number of coupons for ice cream.

It’s not your traditional Bingo, but a fun,
family friendly Bingo. Dress in your favorite
disco outfit and dance to your favorite disco
songs. Join the Mayor’s Youth Task Force for
an evening of fun!
Corner of 5th and Southview under the
Bingo tent.

Hosted by the City Council, this event is
located in the 100 block of 6th Avenue
North

South St. Paul Night to Unite
Tuesday, August 2nd • 5 to 9 pm

SSP Pastors In Action and
Community Bingo

Saturday, June 25th • 11 am to 6 pm
Sunday, June 26th • 11 am to 5 pm
The SSP Pastors in Action is a group of
pastors, ministers, and priests working
together for the betterment of SSP. The
Pastors in Action will be calling numbers,
so join in the fun and maybe you will get
to shout BINGO! Proceeds from the Bingo
will go towards the work of the group.
Under the Bingo tent at the corner of 5th
and Marie.

Get your neighbors together for the annual
SSP Night to Unite. This event encourages
neighbors to get outside and get to know
each other.
Registration forms will be available online
starting July 6th at southstpaul.org or by
contacting Deb at dgriffith@sspmn.org.
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Parks & Recreation
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Staff & Office Information
Shannon Young, Parks & Recreation Director
Mercedes Miklya, Recreation Supervisor
Tara Klegin-Laska, Parks & Recreation Support Specialist
John Wilcox, Doug Woog Arena Manager
Seth Anderson, Arena Lead Facility/Operations Maintenance
Parks & Recreation Office Hours - City Hall
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
125 3rd Avenue North, South St. Paul, MN 55075
The South St. Paul Police Department
Phone: 651-366-6200
Weather Hotline: 651-366-6210

Parks & Recreation
Advisory Commission
The Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission
provides direction for the comprehensive
development of park facilities and recreation
programs. The city council-appointed current
commission members are:
Cindy Bonawitz		
Laura Miller		
Cretia Radman		

Nicole Hall
Sadie Patet
Josh Regan

The Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission
meets the second Tuesday of the month at
6:00 p.m.
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will have donuts & coffee available (while supplies last)

Recreation Events
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June 11th, 2022 • 10:30 am - 2:30 pm

Wiggle Fest
Kaposia Landing (800 Bryant Avenue)

Activities include: Raffles, Silent Auction, Food
Trucks, Dog Park On Site, Walking Trails, and
lots and lots of furry friends!
South St. Paul Parks and Recreation is partnering
with Minnesota Boxer Rescue! Minnesota Boxer Rescue is
a non-profit 501(c)(3), foster, based, dog rescue organization
dedicated to finding rescued boxers a loving, responsible,
committed “forever” homes.

Questions? Contact Tara at 763-647-3037 or visit https://mnboxerrescue.rescuegroups.org
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Summer Playhouse
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Good moods, bad moods,
in-between moods: Judy Moody
has them all. The talented
Summer Playhouse staff
presents Adventures of Judy
Moody! This is an entertaining,
engaging traveling theater that
has been tailored to go on the
road! Kids love following Judy
Moody’s moods, Moody has
them all: She has been Dr. Judy
Moody, M.D.; Madame M-forMoody Judy; Judy Drewdy, Girl
Detective. And that's not all! You
should meet Master of Disaster,
Super smart, super short, a
super smeller, a sometimesuperhero, Moody’s younger
brother. Don’t miss our
interactive live theater with an
uplifting theatrical message,
presented with music, and of
course, humor! Join the Feisty
third-grader, Judy Moody and
brother Stink as they set out
to have the most thrilling
summer of their lives!

SUMMER

PLAYHOUSE
Summer Shows June 13th-July 28th
Monday
10:00
Northview
Park
1:00 Harmon
Park

Tuesday

9:30 Vets Field
11:00 McMorrow
1:00 Kaposia Park

Southstpaul.org
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Wednesday

Thursday

10:30 Jefferson

9:30 Lincoln
Center

1:00 SSP Library
2:30 Kaposia
Elem.

651-366-6200

11:00 Summit
Park
1:30 Lorraine
Park

Summer T-Ball
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DETAILS
This is an introductory

program to teach the

fundamentals of throwing,

catching, batting, and fielding

skills to youth. T-Ball is

designed to be a recreational

and fun program for players

that strengthens coordination,

social skills, and teamwork in

an easygoing environment.

PLAY
BALL!

JOIN THE
FUN!!

Parents - we need parents willing
to volunteer their time to coach

JUNE 13TH-JULY 13TH

t-ballers to make this program

Teams will meet on
Mon and Wed. at various South
St. Paul fields. Each player will
receive a t-shirt and hat.

successful. Parent volunteer
participation in coaching is

essential to the success of this
program. Coaching applications

are available at City Hall, 125 3rd
Avenue North. Signing up is easy

Ages: 4-5

and volunteering is gratifying!

Cost: $45
When: June 13th - July 13th

Training will be provided.

Mondays & Wednesdays
6:15 - 7:15 PM
MORE INFORMATION AT: WWW.SOUTHSTPAUL.ORG
651-366-6200
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SummerYouth Programs
Community Opportunities
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SummerYouth Programs
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Youth Training Programs
Community Opportunities
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First Responders Appreciation
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Splish-Splash-Bash
Community Opportunities

Page 14

Swimming Pools

Page 15

2022 South St. Paul Pool Pass Rates
South St. Paul Parks & Recreation Department
125 3rd Avenue North, South St. Paul, MN 55075

Telephone: 651-366-6200 • Weather Hotline: 651-366-6210 • Website: southstpaul.org
Daily Admission ......................................................................................... $5 per admission
Daily admission fee is cash only
Daily Admission Punch Card .................................................................. $45 per punch card
10 transferable daily admissions, a $5 savings off regular adminissions
Season Pass .................................................................................................... Resident - $40
Individual passes good for unlimited entries to the pools. Passes must be turned
in at the pool entrance during admission and retrieved when leaving the pool facility.

Pools (June 13th - August 14th)

Location

Operation

Splash Pool at Lorraine Park
(4th Ave & 7th St)
Phone: 651-554-3344

Monday - Sunday
12:30 - 6:00 p.m.
*Toddler Swim
Mon - Thurs
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Northview Pool
(1800 Thompson Ave)
Phone: 651-554-3344

TDB

Cost

Daily Admission Fee:
$5.00 - Standard Fee
$2.00 - Age 55+
Free - Infants under 12
months
Daily admission fees
are cash only.

•

Non-Resident - $50

Description

The Splash Pool has a large interactive
water play feature with a zero depth entry
on two sides and ample deck space for
sunbathing. It is a perfect destination for
families with young children to enjoy a day
of water play. Concessions are available for
purchase.
Northview Pool is a standard outdoor pool
with a shallow area of 3 feet that graduates
to a depth of 12 feet and holds 250,000
gallons of water. The deep area of the pool
features a diving board and a climbing wall.
In the shallow end you can have fun with the
available basketball hoops. Concessions are
available for purchase.

Swimmers must wear proper swim attire. No gym shorts or jeans material allowed. Children in diapers must wear swim
diapers. All lifejackets must be US Coast Guard Approved. No flotation devices such as water wings or noodles allowed in
the pool. Goggles that cover your nose are not allowed. No outside food or beverages are allowed inside the fenced area
of the pool.
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Swimming Programs
Community Opportunities
SWIMMING lessons
Outdoor Lessons
Splash Pool Lessons

Northview Pool Lessons

Summer Sesson: July 11th - 21st

Summer Sesson: July 12th - August 4th

Lesson Time/Days: 2-week session
Monday-Thursday

Lesson Day: Tuesday and Thursday

Preschool Lessons (Ages 3-5)
9:45 - 10:15 a.m.
9:45 - 10:15 a.m.

Youth Lessons (Ages 6 and older)

Preschool Level 1
Preschool Level 2

Youth Lessons (Ages 6 and older)
10:20 - 10:50 a.m.

Level 1

6:15 - 6:45 p.m.
6:50 - 7:20 p.m.

Level 1 & 2
Level 3 & 4

More lessons may be added - watch the City’s website
and Facebook page for more information.

Level Descriptions
Preschool Level 1

Preschool Level 2

Level 1

Introduction to water with basic safety
skills, assisted front and back floats, basic
kicking and submersion.

Builds off of safety and swim skills from
Preschool Level 1 with integrated kicking,
elementary front and backstroke, and
independent float.

Practice previously learned skills,
additional safety rules, practice
retrieving objects, treading water,
breathing, working on elementary
backstroke and kicking, learn front
paddle or crawl stroke.

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Incorporates reach and throw assists, learn
more advanced frontstroke, backstroke,
and breaststroke techniques, practice
treading water and diving.

Practice standing dive into deep water,
develop backstroke and breaststroke
techniques, and practice freestyle swim.

Development of previous skill
levels, including diving, stroke
development, endurance, and open
turns on back and front.

Registration opened
Wednesday, May 23rd

Online Registration: 8 a.m.
In-Person Registration: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Fees:
Resident: $50 per session
Non-Resident: $60 per session
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Adult Fitness

Page 17

Page 17

Youth Football Community Opportunities
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Parks & Trails
Page 19

South St. Paul Park Rental Information
Shelter and building rentals are available at Kaposia Park and
Lorraine Park. Reservations can be made for the 2022 season
through the Parks & Recreation office. The park shelters at
Kaposia Landing, McMorrow, and Veterans Field are available on a
first come, first serve basis.

Shelter/Building Rentals Available:

Kaposia Pavilion

Kaposia Park Pavilion: A rustic, enclosed log building with a
capacity of 100 people. It has a large common area, full kitchen, and
indoor restrooms. Rental fees are hourly, with a three-hour minimum
on the weekends and includes a complimentary hour prior to rental
for setup.

Rental Fees:
Residents: $70 per hour, plus tax
Non-residents: $90 per hour, plus tax
A $200 refundable damage deposit is required.

Kaposia Park Shelter
Lorraine North Shelter

Kaposia Park Shelter: An open-sided covered structure with a
capacity of 100 people, picnic tables, electricity, and charcoal grills.
There is a playground, volleyball court, small ballfield, disc golf
course (additional fee), and outdoor portable restrooms nearby.
Lorraine Park Shelters (North and South): Each covered, opensided shelter has a capacity of 100 people and features picnic tables,
electricity and charcoal grills. There is a volleyball court, horseshoe
pits, playground, and restrooms nearby. The South Shelter includes
access to hotplates.

Lorraine South Shelter
Additional Parks in South St. Paul

Rental Hours and Fees for Kaposia Park and Lorraine Parks Shelters:
Rental Hours: 9:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Residents: $70 per daytime block, plus tax
Non-residents: $90 per daytime block, plus tax
A $100 refundable damage deposit is required.

Grandview Park - 300 Grand Avenue West. This park sits on
a bluff overlooking the river.
Northview Park - 635 18th Avenue North. Park features a
playground, basketball court, ballfield, and outdoor pool.
Harmon Park - 1310 Henry Avenue. Provides a playground,
tennis courts, hockey rink, ballfields, and open area.
McMorrow Field - 200 South St. E. A 20-acre park serving
primarily as a youth soccer and football complex. There are
also paved trails, playground, and picnic shelter.
Veterans Field - 1400 3rd St. N. In homage to our Veterans,
this park features a tribute memorial, ballfields, and more.

Jefferson Park - S. 2nd St. & 21st Ave. S. Features a
ballfield, ice rink, sledding hill, and playground.
Simons Ravine Trailhead - 1308 N. Concord. Access
point to the Regional Trail system.
Spruce Park - 1311 7th Ave. S. Offers expanded
playground and flat open space.
Summit Park - 175 15th Ave. N. Tennis courts and a
small playground structure.
Kaposia Landing - 800 Bryan Ave. N. 87-acres offering
river overlooks, paved trails, athletic fields, playground,
and an off-leash dog park.
Visit southstpaul.org for additional parks and information.
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Library Youth Programs and Events

Summer Discovery
Summer Discovery is back at the South St.
Paul Library with programs and events to
support summer reading and learning!
Three levels of activity logs are offered:
Pre-Reader, recommended for ages 0-4
Reader, recommended for grades K-5
Teen, recommended for grades 6-12
Pick up your Summer Discovery
materials, including a free prize book from
Monday, June 13 through Friday, July 15
during open hours, or while supplies last.
Toddlers Takeover
Drop by the library for engaging early
literacy activities geared for toddlers.
Each week features a different theme to
encourage learning and exploration.
Ages 0-3, Siblings welcome
Fridays, 10-11 am
July 15, 22, 29
August 5

Page
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Storytime for 2s to 6s
Read, play, sing, talk, and write together
with stories and activities to develop
early literacy skills for toddlers and
preschoolers.
Ages 2-6, Siblings welcome

Summer Playhouse
Enjoy an educational and entertaining
variety show for children featuring
stories about Judy Moody. Presented by
SSP Parks & Recreation, this program is
geared for ages 2-12.

Tuesdays, 10-10:30 am
June 7, 14, 28 • July 5, 19, 26 • August 2

Wednesdays, 1 pm
June 15, 22, 29 • July 6, 13, 20, 27

STEM Lab: Bridge-in-a-Bag
Learn how bridges are important
structures for traveling above obstacles
and construct a basic bridge to put it
to the test. Presented by the Minnesota
Department of Transportation.
Registration required.

Art in Nature
Learn about and use patterns and objects
from nature to inspire your own work of
art to take home. Presented by Dakota
County Park Naturalists. Registration
required.

Ages 8-12 • Monday, June 13 • 2-3:30 pm
Los Alegres Bailadores
Enjoy a lively and authentic Mexican
dance performance and learn about the
vibrant arts and cultural traditions of
different regions of Mexico. Geared for
adults and children age 5 and older with
their families. Presented as a part of the
SSP Library 100th Anniversary Block
Party. Thursday, June 23 • 6-7 pm

Ages 5-8 • Thursday, June 16 • 2-3:30 pm
STEM Lab: Ozobots
Learn how to program a robot with
markers and paper, and then solve a maze
to help your Ozobot find the way to
school. Registration required.
Ages 6-12 • Monday, June 27 • 2-3:30 pm
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Manga Hedgehogs
Upcycle an old book by making it an adorable
hedgehog. Registration required.

100th Birthday Craft: Time Capsules
Celebrate the library’s 100th birthday
by making your own time capsule box.
Capture what your life is like today to
share with your family and friends in the
future. Personal items that can be used
to decorate the box are optional, but
welcome. Registration required.

Ages 11-17 • Wednesday, June 29 • 2:30-4 pm

Ages 6-15 • Thursday, June 30 • 2-3:30 pm
We All Belong: Stories with Children’s
Author Laura Purdie Salas
Join Minnesota Book Award-winning author
and educator Laura Purdie Salas for an
interactive storytime that embraces diversity
and celebrates our communities. Connect
with other families and enjoy a read aloud
of the author’s forthcoming book Meet My
Family, We Belong. Registration required.

Perler Beads
Create your favorite characters or come up
with your own design using perler beads.
Registration required.
Ages 11-17 • Wednesday, July 6 • 2:30-4 pm
Bees and Butterflies
Work with an artist to create a container
garden pot for pollinator plants. Presented
by ArtStart. Registration required.

Ages 3 and older with their families
Friday, July 1 • 10-10:30 am
Snake, Rattle, and Roll
Slither into the world of reptiles by
touching, holding, and feeding some scaly
critters. Learn what makes reptiles unique
and get an up-close look at some of nature’s
most misunderstood creatures. Presented by
Snake Discovery.

Ages 8-12 • Thursday, July 7 • 2-3:30 pm
STEM Lab: Chair Design Challenge
Design a chair you can actually sit on using
cardboard and Makedo tools. Registration
required.
Ages 6-12 • Monday, July 11 • 2-3:30 pm

Ages 2-12 • Friday, July 8 • 10-10:45 am
100th Birthday Craft: DIY Journals
Celebrate the library’s 100th birthday by
making your own journal. Learn simple
book making techniques and create your
own personalized book. Registration
required.
Ages 6-15 • Thursday, July 14 • 2-3:30 pm
100th Birthday Craft: Design a Library
Celebrate the library’s 100th birthday by
creating your dream library. Using a variety
of craft materials, you can design and create
the library of the future. Once completed,
the creations will be put on display in the
Children’s area of the library. Registration
required.

Make a Zine Workshop
Learn about the history of zines and
how to make them while creating your
own page for the SSP Community Zine.
Registration required.
Ages 11-17 • Monday, July 18 • 1-2:30 pm
Teen RPG Club
Join us for a play through of the one
shot tabletop role playing game Lasers
and Feelings. No experience necessary.
Registration required.

Tap, Shake, Scrape - It’s Only
Natural
Hear and feel the exciting sounds of
different percussion instruments from
around the world. Learn about ancient
and contemporary instruments that use
natural materials to create sounds and
rhythm. Presented by Caitlin Lucic from
MacPhail®. Registration required.
Ages 5 and older with their families
Tuesday, July 12 • 10-11 am
STEM Lab: Slime & Bubbles
Learn about the science of liquids by
creating your own slime and bubble
wands and performing experiments.
Registration required.
Ages 6-11 • Monday, July 25 • 2-3:30 pm

Ages 11-17 • Monday, August 8 • 6:30-8 pm

Ages 6-15 • Thursday, July 28 • 2-3:30 pm
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Library Adult Programs and Events
Adult Book Club
The group meets on the 2nd
Thursday of the month. Everyone
is Welcome! Visit tinyurl.com/
SSPbookclub for updated book
club information.
The Submission by Amy Waldman
Thursday, June 9 • 7-8 pm
Beartown by Frederick Backman
Thursday, July 14 • 7-8 pm
No One is Coming to Save Us by
Stephanie Powell Watts
Thursday, August 11 • 7-8 pm
Image by Gerd Altmann from Pixabay

100th Anniversary Block Party
Thursday, June 23 • 5-8 pm

South St. Paul Public Library is celebrating its 100th Birthday
this year. The community is invited to bring the entire family
to enjoy the celebration outside the library. We will have
music, dance performances from Los Alegres Bailadores,
food trucks, book bingo, kid-friendly activities, a community
art project, and more.
In case of rain, the party will be moved inside the library.
Let’s gather together to celebrate our first 100 years while
we look toward the next 100.

Summer Book Sale
July 11-15
Book lovers and bargain hunters, come on down to the
library for our Big Summer Book Sale! We’ll have both
children’s and adult materials available for purchase. $1.00
bag sale the entire week! The sale will be located in the
Art Journaling & Creative Memory Making
Monday, July 25 • 6-8 pm

Bucket Drumming
Thursday, August 4 • 4-5 pm

Unlock your creative potential and get started on
a beautiful new journal using paint, collage fabric,
found objects, and more. Optional: bring photos
you would like to collage with. Presented by
Artistry.

Learn the basic drumming techniques,
rhythm patterns, and grooves as you practice
on bucket drums. Presented by MacPhail
Center for Music. Geared for older adults.
Registration required.

Registration required. Geared for adults.

This event will take place in person at John
Carroll Senior Highrise, 300 Grand Avenue
South, SSP, MN.
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Good Info to Know
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Lithium Battery Safety

Climate change. There isn’t a bigger catch phrase
today than that, but not too far behind those words
are lithium-ion batteries (Li-ion battery). Lithium Ion
batteries are becoming much more prevalent in today’s
vehicles in an effort to battle climate change. Li-ion
batteries are a type of rechargeable battery composed
of cells in which lithium ions move from the negative
electrode through an electrolyte to the positive
electrode during discharge and back when charging.
These types of batteries are popular because they
have a high energy density, very limited memory effect
and a low self-discharge. However, these batteries
have a safety hazard since they do contain flammable
electrolytes and if damaged or incorrectly charged can
lead to explosions and fires.
Fire departments around the world are starting to see
more and more Li-ion battery fires as the amount of
these batteries increase. In fact, South Metro Fire
has responded to several Li-ion battery fires and we
anticipate we will see more due to their wide usage.
With the understanding that Li-ion batteries can be
dangerous, and how to avoid those situations, we can
use Li-ion batteries safely.
So what is causing these fires? As previously
mentioned. Li-ion batteries contain a flammable
electrolyte. When these get damaged they may
become pressurized. A battery cell charged too
quickly could cause a short circuit leading to
explosions and fires. Li-ion battery fires can be started
due to thermal abuse (poor cooling or external fire),
electrical abuse (overcharge or external short circuit),

mechanical abuse (penetration or crash), or internal
short circuit (manufacturing flaws or aging).
Here are some tips to help reduce your chances of
having a Li-ion battery fire:
1. Keep batteries away from high temperatures.
2. Do not keep batteries on a charger once the
charging cycle is completed.
3. Only charge batteries when you are home or
present to monitor the process.
4. Use only the charger that came with the battery
or a battery that is listed by the manufacturer as
compatible with the battery charger.
5. If possible, try to charge a battery in a fire-safe
charging bag.
6. When storing an item with a Li-ion battery,
remove the battery from the item if possible.
7. Inspect batteries when they are first installed and
after charging if possible. If you notice damage to
the battery, do not recharge it.
8. If you feel excessive heat coming from the
charging device, remove the item from the power
source and place it away from any combustible
items until it has cooled down. Call the fire
department if needed and replace the battery.
These few precautionary steps are a simple way to
prevent fire and damage from Li-ion battery failure,
and it is important to practice safety measures when
dealing with lithium batteries due to their flammable
nature. In the next news article, we will look at
electric vehicles (EV) and proper charging practices
for your EV.

Join Your Neighbors to Keep Food Scraps Out of the Trash
The number one item in our trash is food. That’s
why nearly 8,000 Dakota County households have
registered to participate in the free organics dropoff program. Across the locations, more than 10,000
pounds of food scraps and other compostable
products are collected each week. Instead of sitting
in a landfill, this material is turned into compost – a
nutrient-rich soil additive - used in gardening and
landscaping.

Bringing organics to a drop-off site is easy and can
dramatically reduce waste. The typical household can
divert up to one-third of trash by delivering items

such as food scraps, spoiled produce, coffee grounds
and bones.
Sites are located throughout the county — Burnsville,
Eagan, Farmington, Hastings, Lakeville, Mendota
Heights, Rosemount and West St. Paul – with more
sites opening this year.
To sign up, visit www.dakotacounty.us and search
organics, email organics@co.dakota.mn.us or call 952891-7557. All registered participants receive helpful
tips and compostable bags to use at home.
Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.
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A great place to live, work, and play!

Water Quality

The City of South St.
Paul reports annually on
the quality of its drinking
water provided by its
water distribution system.
The report, known as the
Consumer Confidence
Report (CCR), describes
the source of City water
(deep wells) and includes
information on any
contaminants detected
through a regular testing
program, which is monitored by the Minnesota Department of Health.
Customers may find the current CCR online at bit.ly/SSPccr. To speak with
someone about the report, please contact the Public Works Utilities Division at
651-554-3225. A paper copy of the most recent report may also be obtained at
City Hall for no cost.

SSP Clean-Up Day
September 17, 2022

South St. Paul Clean-Up Day is
scheduled for this fall. Prepare
now by going through your
unused or unwanted items and
be ready to dispose of them at
clean-up day.

