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FFAA Meeting – Tuesday, June 5, 6:30pm Potluck Dinner, 7:00pm Business Meeting
Program: TBD
FFAA Elected Officers
President
Jay Ericson
651-485-5545
JSE7407@msn.com
Vice-President
Mike Bergeson
651-336-6914
msbergeso@hotmail.com
Secretary
Amy Gesch
amylgesch@gmail.com
Treasurer/Membership
Robyn Shear
robyn.shear@gmail.com
952-431-1765
Contact Robyn for FFAA membership
application or renewal
Appointed Positions
Activities
Greg Bauer
Newsletter Editor
Amy Gesch
amylgesch@gmail.com
Airport Manager
Andrew Wall
651-554-3350
2018 Calendar
1st Tuesday each month – FFAA
3rd Tuesday each month – EAA 1229

President’s Pen
by Jay Ericson

“25 years in a room with no windows”
It is a strange job in a way, the person must be hired
before their 31st birthday, the person is eligible for
retirement at age 50 with 20 years of “live traffic”, at
any age with 25 years of “live traffic”, and the month
of the persons 56th birthday employment is terminated.
That is for FERS (Federal Employees Retirement System) employees. The previous
retirement system was CSRS (Civil Service Retirement System) and had no
maximum age limit. The PATCO controllers that Reagan fired were all CSRS.
The up side: good pay, work inside in a climate controlled environment (due to all
the computers), real work is only when you actually plug in your headset (nothing
to take home).
The bad side: midweek days off, work hours around the clock, work holidays and
weekends, it is very difficult to maintain a social life with other people working in
the “normal” world.
Early in our careers most controllers look for that Saturday and Sunday days off like
the “normal” world they experienced before. It takes a number of years bidding
schedules by seniority before they realize that those days are gone. Some people
chose to leave the control floor for office jobs despite them not being “good time”
(no “live traffic”), some left the job for other lines of work.
By the time I had enough seniority to bid a weekend off schedule, I didn’t want it.
There were too many people at the stores, movie theaters, etc. on Saturday and
Sunday. Plus we received pay premiums for nights and weekend shifts.
Later in my career for 2 years I worked a schedule (which I bid); Thursday Friday off,
Saturday 4-12 PM, Sunday 1-9 PM, Monday 7 AM - 3 PM, Tuesday 5:15 AM - 1:15
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NEXT AIRPORT ADVISORY
COMMISSION MEETING
Tuesday, July 10th, 6:00 pm
Airport Terminal Conference Room
All are welcome!
President’s Pen, Contd.
PM, Wednesday 10 PM (Tuesday night) - 6 AM. I can say that
working around the clock destroys your “inner” clock.
There were learned skills; we learned to write and talk at the
same time. Not write down what you have said but write it as
you say it, harder than you think. (back then there were paper
strips).
We also learned that listening is a trainable skill, focus on
what you need to hear. We listened to airplanes in one ear,
to the D-side with the other ear, and calls out of a speaker, or
the supervisor asking questions, or another controller yelling
something across the room.
Issuing a clearance (writing while you talk) and listening to the
read back, while the D-side on the phone with flight service
is asking you about your plan with an arrival, while the tower
is calling a down time over the speaker was not uncommon.
To get it all while also organizing the plan for several arrivals
and wording for your next transmission in your head, never
key the mic until you know what you are going to say, “don’t
think on frequency” we were told. But sometimes you would
miss something and have to ask, you’ve heard it “I was on the
landline who called?”.

FFAA Meeting Minutes — May 1st, 2018 Meeting
1. The meeting was called to order by president Jay Ericson
at 7:01 pm.
2. The April meeting was cancelled due to weather so there
were no minutes.
3. Treasure’s Report from Robyn Shear:
a. Beginning Balance: $3,627.71
b. Interest: $0.15
c. Deposits: $180.00
d. Ending Balance: $3,807.86
4. Old Business: None
5. Activities:
a. The EAA chapter pancake breakfast is May 20 from 9 am
to 1 pm. Young Eagle rides will be provided.
6. New Business: A plaque was presented to Mike Bergeson
in recognition of his years of service to the FFAA.
7. Airport Manager: JNone
8. The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 pm.
A presentation by Mike Schoen, FFAA member and FAASTeam
member, about the FAA’s new compliance philosophy and
remedial training followed.

ZMP sectors 03/04 commonly worked combined, the R-side
would be listening to 8 frequencies, so getting calls from
multiple aircraft at the same time was routine. You learned
to pick out parts of a call, like the altitude or aircraft type to
determine who called.
Air time on frequency was very valuable particularly when it
was busy. Standard phraseology eliminated extra words and
was designed to be “what the pilots expect to hear” thereby
reducing confusion.
I would work at ZMP mostly in Area 1 until July 30, 2010 when I
retired.
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Airport Manager’s Corner — June 2018
The City of South St. Paul would like to introduce our new
Airport Manager - Andrew Wall. Andrew is from Minnesota and
grew up in the Twin Cities area. He started his aviation career at
Flying Cloud Airport and earned a Bachelor’s degree in Aviation
Management from Minnesota State. Upon graduation, Andrew
accepted a job at the Des Moines International Airport as an
Airport Operations Supervisor, where he gained experience in
all facets of airport operations.

sierrahotelaero.com
navion.aero

* ADS-B specialists
* Avionics upgrades
* AOA System installs
* Sheet metal
* Inspections: Modern and
vintage aircraft
* Parts support
*UFQ Super
Light Aviation
Headset dealer

After 12 years in the Des Moines area, Andrew and his family
are excited to be back in Minnesota with their extended family.
Andrew and his wife have three girls, ages 9, 6 and 2. When he

Fleming Field 1690 Aeronca Lane South St Paul, MN (KSGS)
Phone 651-306-1456 e-mail info@navion.com

JOIN THE FFAA TODAY!

Stay informed on airport issues and ensure your
concerns are heard.
Contact Jay Ericson
jse7407@msn.com
www.flemingfield.com

Fleming Fly Market
WANTED – good ads from members…
Ads are FREE to Members! $1.00 per item for nonmembers. Ads will run for one calendar year (January
through December) and will then be removed. This is
because most people who place ads never contact us
to remove them even if the item has sold. You may
place the same ad again if you wish. Email
amylgesch@gmail.com to place an ad.
FOR SALE
40x40 hangars for rent/sale, 60x60 hangar for sale, 20
year terms. 612-709-9646
Advertising Rates
1/4 page: $5/month
1/3 page: $7/month
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1/2 page: $10/month
3/4 page: $15/month
full page: $20/month

