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South Metro Fire Chief retires after 37 years of service!
On March 24, South Metro Fire lost 37 years of firefighting experience when
Chief Mike Pott hung up his helmet for the final time. Starting back in March
of 1982, Chief Pott decided to join his father and brother on the Lake Elmo
Fire Department, from that moment on he knew this was meant to be. As his
experience grew so did his desire to learn and do more in the fire service. He
completed his Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) training and started
working for Lakeview Ambulance. This is when he realized that he wanted a
career in Fire/EMS.
On February 1, 1986, Chief Pott was hired by the West St. Paul Fire Department
and worked his way up through the ranks on the operational side. In January of
1997, he was promoted to driver and by June of 1998, he was promoted to
Captain. During his time as a Captain he was also assigned to Dakota County
Homeland Security from June 2009 to September 2011. Chief Pott held the rank
of Captain until he was hired as South Metro’s Fire Chief in March of 2013.
We asked Chief Pott several questions about his career and his future.
What are some of your most memorable calls?
“Over the years I responded to thousands of calls, so there are many memorable
calls. I’d say the highest profile calls were my responses to the 35W Bridge
Collapse and the Officer Patrick shooting. The most successful technical rescue
call was a silo rescue in Farmington, where we were able to rescue a man after he
was engulfed up to his head in corn. The largest scale incident was the flooding in Iowa in the summer of 2007 where I was
deployed as the Task Force Leader with Minnesota Task Force 1. But the most satisfaction came from all of the calls I
don’t remember. Although it was challenging to tell countless families that their loved one passed away or having to walk
them through their home after it was destroyed by fire, providing comfort and support to those families was a rewarding
experience.”
What do you feel is the biggest accomplishment of your career?
“That’s a difficult question because I’ve had the opportunity to experience so many tremendous things. I’d have to say at
the top of the list includes the honor of serving the residents of West St. Paul and South St. Paul for 33 years. Doing my
small part to help establish South Metro Fire as a leader in the state’s fire service, and being involved with the creation of
two new programs—the Dakota County Special Operations Team and the Minnesota Task Force 1 Urban Search and
Rescue Program.”
What do you hope is your lasting impression to South Metro Fire?
“I think that’s up to the department members to decide. I believe you can be successful in our department if you are
dedicated, hardworking and devoted to the department and communities. We can never forget that we are here to serve
our resident’s.”
What is one thing that people might not know about you?
“The tragic events of September 11, 2001 had a profound effect on me. It changed my life. I knew I needed to be involved
somehow in the fight against terrorism, but at 38 years of age I was too old to enlist in the military. So for the last 17 years I
have dedicated myself to preparing our communities, Dakota County and the State for any type of threat or tragic event. I
became involved in the development of two new initiatives, the Dakota County Special Operations Team and Minnesota Task
Force 1, which is the State’s Urban Search and Rescue Team. Being involved with all of those programs gave me a great deal
of satisfaction and I felt that was my way to protect and serve our communities and this great Country”.
Continued on page 6….
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What’s Happening with the Library?
In 2016, the library contracted with LSE Architects to
conduct a space and mechanical needs study of the library.
Since then, the City has been looking at
a variety of options for the South St.
Paul Public Library, including a possible
partnership with Lawshe Museum or a
multi-use facility.
On February 19, 2019, the City Council
approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Dakota County
regarding a study to determine the
feasibility of merging with the Dakota
County Library System. On March 12,
2019, Dakota County did not approve the Memorandum
of Understanding, but did agree to the collection of data
regarding the guiding principles in the MOU.
Items in the MOU concerned staffing; service levels; the

possible transfer of the collection, equipment, etc.; the shortterm and long-term options for the library on its current site
or elsewhere; community engagement;
and a timeline with a preliminary decision on potential library coordination
or joinder by September 30 when the
maximum levy is set by the City.
The County chose not to formalize an
agreement regarding such a study due
to the short timeline to thoroughly
assess all factors regarding the longterm future of the library’s current
facility.
Community engagement opportunities will be occurring
throughout the year for residents to voice their opinions or
concerns about the future of the library. Stay tuned for
more information.

McMorrow Field Athletic Complex Grand Re-Opening Celebration!
Saturday, May 4, 2019 at 10:00 AM—Rain or Shine

Join the City of South St. Paul on Saturday, May 4th at 10:00 AM to celebrate the official re-opening of the renovated
McMorrow Field athletic complex. After nearly eight years of planning, community support, and construction, the refreshed
park is complete and ready for public use. The grand opening (rain or shine) will include a dedication and ribbon cutting by
Mayor Francis along with past and present city council members, regional, and state officials.
After the ceremony, we have partnered with the South St. Paul Youth Soccer Association who will sponsor games and
activities (weather permitting). The McMorrow renovation represents the third of three projects funded by the voter-approved
2014 Park Referendum.
What’s new at McMorrow? The former softball/youth baseball and soccer complex has been transformed into four fullsized flat fields used for a variety of field sports including soccer, football, lacrosse and have the flexibility to be lined and
set-up for multiple smaller-sized fields. Each field has goal end safety fences and features ADA accessible viewing areas.
Two of the four fields have lights, which will allow for extended play and scheduling. One of the lighted fields will be used
for our Parks & Recreation youth football league in the fall as an addition to Veterans Field.
New 10 foot wide paved trails connect all fields, parking areas, and the concession/restroom building. Trails are now open
and available for use!
A new playground structure and picnic shelter were installed in 2017 and are currently open. The picnic shelter is available on
a first come, first serve basis when field use and athletic activities are not present.
McMorrow now offers three internal parking areas with a total of 253 parking spaces.
McMorrow Field park hours are 8:00 AM – 10:00 PM per city code. Extended time may be granted by the Parks &
Recreation Department due to special circumstances. Park rules and fees for McMorrow Field remain consistent
with all city parks.
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Weeknight Kitchen Renovates Space in 5th Avenue Plaza
Having lost its leased commercial kitchen space with the sale of the VFW
building, Weeknight Kitchen is repurposing the former Pizza Factory space
at 1539 5th Avenue South as a new 2,000 square foot central commercial
kitchen. Improvements to the existing space include a total build out with
plumbing and electrical upgrades, installation of counter prep space and a 19
foot vent hood. The company recently secured financial assistance from local
lender South St. Paul Future to help defray the costs associated with the leasehold improvements and equipment purchase.
The new kitchen space allows Weeknight Kitchen to expand its hot, homemade, family-style meal service and create new opportunities for local food
businesses. A small storefront will serve as a flex-space used for take-out
order pick-up, cooking classes, special events and private parties. In addition
to meal pickup in South St. Paul, Weeknight Kitchen employs 20 independent
women contractors known as “Kitchenettes” who sell meals. Prepared meals
are picked up by the Kitchenettes from the South St. Paul location to distribute
from their homes around the Twin Cities area.

Kitchen Renovations

The commercial kitchen will house operations for Weeknight Kitchen and serve as a commissary kitchen for local start-ups
and food trucks. The space is designed with four independent work areas allowing multiple companies to operate at the same
time. To date, three businesses will be leasing space at the commissary including BombSalsa, Pig Approved BBQ and Soul
Lao.

South St. Paul Welcomes Vandalia Glassworks!
Vandalia Glassworks received a temporary certificate of occupancy which allowed them
to move into their newly renovated building at 103 Concord Exchange North on February
26, 2019. The building interior was totally renovated to house their art studio, art gallery
and provides 1,700 square feet within the building for a future retail or office tenant.
Exterior façade and landscape improvements will be completed this spring.
Vandalia Glassworks offers artists the ability to rent art bench time in the art studio in
addition to providing one-on-one glassblowing classes or adult enrichment classes through
Tri-District Community Education. The 1,000 square foot retail art gallery showcases
artist creations from paperweights, vases and jewelry. Patrons of the gallery can watch
and interact with artists working in the studio.
Stop in to support South St. Paul’s newest business!

Quick-serv License Center Moving in April
Vandalia Glassworks artist at work.

For the past 45 years, Quick-Serv License Center (formally Kathy’s License Center) has been located in City Hall. Although the
City and Quick-Serv have had a great partnership over many years, they have out-grown their space in City Hall and will be
relocating to a new building in South St. Paul. In April 2019, Quick-serv License Center will be moving to its new location at
820 Southview Blvd., just across from the Black Sheep Coffee Shop. They will continue to offer its motor vehicle, driver’s
license and DNR services. Be sure to visit them at the new location!

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
The City of South St. Paul is in the process of updating its
current Comprehensive Plan. The City of South St. Paul has
a draft of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update available
for review online at: www.southstpaul.org/697/2040Comprehensive-Plan-Update
What is a Comprehensive Plan and why is the City
updating it?
The Comprehensive Plan is a community based long-term
planning tool that identifies future community goals and
identifies areas of potential growth and development over
the next 20 years (2020-2040). The “Comp Plan” acts as a
roadmap to help guide the City on a path toward achieving
those goals and plan for future improvements.
State Law requires every city in the seven-county metro area
to update their Comprehensive Plan every 10 years. The
Metropolitan Council, which is the metro area regional
planning agency, plans to account for projected development growth as a region and establishes regional policy
plans to ensure adequate utility infrastructure to serve
growth and development, transportation and transit to
serve the growth of the metro area, and provides direction
for community plans to meet regional policies. The
Metropolitan Council reviews the plans of metro area
communities to ensure consistency with regional policies.
What is the process?
The 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update was developed
through an extensive planning process which began in
2017 and sought a wide range of input through community
engagement events, a community survey, public hearings
at Planning Commission meetings and joint work sessions
of the Planning Commission, Economic Development
Authority and Economic Development Advisory Board.

The input from these activities helped to inform the
process of guiding future land uses and provided direction
on goals and policies. The City has spent the last nine
months working on specific chapters including the following areas: Goals and Policies, Economic Development,
Housing, Land Use, Housing, Transportation, Infrastructure, Parks and Recreation, the Critical River Area, and
Implementation.
The Planning Commission recommended approval of
the draft document at their March meeting and the City
Council will consider approval of the draft document at
their April 1st meeting. After approval of the draft by
the Council, the Comprehensive Plan is available for a
six-month review and comment period by adjacent
communities and affected jurisdictions. During the review
period, comments will be considered and the document
will be modified and finalized. Thereafter, the City Council
will hold a public hearing to formally approve the draft
Comprehensive Plan Update for submittal to the Metropolitan Council. Met Council will review the Plan to ensure it
meets all regional planning requirements and is compatible
with the plans of adjacent jurisdictions. The City’s current
Comprehensive Plan (2010-2030) remains in effect until the
2040 Comp Plan Update is approved by the Metropolitan
Council.
Questions or Comments?
If you have any questions or wish to submit comments on
the Comprehensive Plan Update, please contact the City
Planner, Peter Hellegers at 651-554-3217 or by email at
phellegers@sspmn.org.

SSP/2040—Our vision for the future

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Check Out These Upcoming Events and Mark Your Calendar
More information on these events will be posted on the City’s website and Facebook pages
SSP Compost Site Opening April 12, 2019

Shred Event—April 20, 2019

The Compost Site is scheduled to open for the 2019 season
on Friday, April 12th. Hours of operation will be 9:00 AM to
6:00 PM on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

You have another opportunity to
safely dispose of confidential
documents by bringing them to the
Shred Event on Saturday, April 20th
from 9:00 AM to Noon at the West
St. Paul Sports Complex, 1650
Oakdale Avenue, West St. Paul.

The Compost Site accepts yard waste, such as grass clippings
and leaves. Fees for disposal are going up, but they are still
very affordable. A fee of $0.50 per standard size bag or $1.00
per larger plastic bag or barrel will be charged. Pickup loads
are charged a volume based fee. Reminder—no commercial
truck loads are accepted.
Do you have brush or tree waste? This type of waste is not
accepted at the Compost Site, but you can bring it to S&S
Tree Horticultural Specialists, 405 Hardman Avenue South on
Saturdays from 7:00 AM to 12:00 PM (noon) for free.

Shoe/Clothing Recycling—April 20-28, 2019
If you can wear it, or it is made of fabric, we want it! Four
locations around the community are accepting shoes and
clothing in ANY CONDITION for recycling or reuse.
In South St. Paul you can
donate your items at the
Central Square Community
Center, 100 7th Ave. N.
Drop off indoors into the
large bins.
Visit our website for other
drop-off locations.

Spring Clean-Up Day—May 18, 2019
The annual Spring Clean-Up Day is scheduled for Saturday,
May 18th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. This event is held, rain
or shine, at the Public Works Maintenance Facility at 400 East
Richmond Street.
Take advantage of this event
to dispose of those unwanted
items taking up space in your
basement or garage. You will
be able to dispose of items such
as TV’s, appliances, electronics,
computers, furniture, mattress/
box springs, and more.
Stay tuned for a list of items accepted and cost of disposal.
Updates for this event will be posted on the City’s website
and Facebook page.

This is a FREE event. Bring your
confidential documents in paper bags to be securely shredded
onsite. Remove 3-ring binders, spiral binders and binder clips.
No business paper please.
This event is partially funded by the MN Pollution Control Agency and
Dakota County.

Rabies Vaccination Clinic—May 4, 2019
The annual Dog and Cat Rabies
Vaccination Clinic is scheduled for
Saturday, May 4th from 12:30 to
2:00 PM. The clinic is held at 310
Marie Avenue (Fire Station).
Vaccination cost is $25.00 per
animal. Make sure your pet is
leashed or in a pet carrier.
As a reminder, all dogs and cats
over the age of six months are required to be registered with
the City through an animal license. You can obtain a license
for your pet at this clinic. NEW this year, the City is now
providing a LIFETIME animal license for $25.00.
Do you want a fun place to exercise your dog? You can
purchase an annual permit for the Off-Leash Dog Park located
at 800 Bryant Avenue. The annual fee is $20 for SSP residents
and $30 for non-residents. Off-Leash Dog Park permits
purchased at the clinic will be valid through January 31, 2020.

Tire Recycling Event—June 8, 2019
Residents of South St. Paul are welcome to bring non-rimmed
tires of any size to the FREE Tire Recycling collection event
on Saturday, June 8th from 9:00 AM to Noon at the West St.
Paul Public Works facility, 403 Marie Avenue East, West St.
Paul.
There is a limit of 8 tires per household. No business tires
accepted, no rims accepted. This event is funded by the Metropolitan
Mosquito Control District.

SOUTH METRO FIRE
CHIEF POTT RETIRES

City Meeting Calendar

Continued from page 1….

CITY COUNCIL
City Council meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 PM at City Hall. In the event of a
holiday, the meeting is moved to Tuesday.
Meeting dates are: April 1 & 15, May 6 & 20, and June 3 & 17
(The Economic Development Authority (EDA) business meeting will immediately follow the City Council meeting on the
first Monday of each month.)

Do you have any future plans?
“I have many ideas of what I
think I will do with my time in
the future, but no specific plans
unless an intriguing opportunity
presents itself. I would like to
get back to old hobbies that I
haven’t had time for recently like
fishing, golfing and traveling. I
also have many projects lined up
at the house since I won’t have
any excuses anymore for not
getting them done.”

Council Work Session/EDA meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 7:00 PM at City Hall.
In the event of a holiday, the meeting is moved to Tuesday.
Meeting dates are: April 8 & 22, May 13 & 28, and June 10 & 24

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS

Airport Advisory Commission meets at 6:00 PM at Fleming Field Airport on:
Tuesday—May 14
Central Square Advisory Board meets at 6:00 PM at Central Square Community Center on:
Thursday—May 16
Civil Service Commission meets at 10:00 AM at City Hall on:
Monday—April 1, May 6, and June 3

All of us at South Metro Fire and
the City of South St. Paul want
to wish Chief Mike Pott a happy
retirement. His dedication to the
fire department and to the
citizens not only in West St Paul
and South St Paul, but the entire
State of Minnesota will be
missed.

Economic Development Advisory Board (EDAB) meets at 8:00 AM at City Hall on:
Tuesday—May 21
Library Board meets at 7:00 PM at Library on:
Monday—April 8, May 13, and June 10
Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission meets at 6:00 PM at Central Square Community Center on:
Tuesday—April 9, May 14, and June 11
Planning Commission meets at 7:00 PM at City Hall on:
Wednesday—April 3, May 1, and June 5
SMFD Board of Directors meets at 4:30 PM at SSP or WSP City Hall:
Wednesday—April 17, May 15, and June19

Enjoy your retirement, you have
earned it!
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South St. Paul: A great place to live, work and play
This newsletter is published quarterly and is mailed, one copy per residence, to
all residential and postal customers in the City of South St. Paul.
WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU
If you have any comments, give us a call at (651) 554-3284.
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