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Concord Street Project Update
The Concord Street Improvement
Project and Feasibility Report was
approved on March 16th by the City
Council. This approval moves the
project into final plan preparation
and starts the right-of-way acquisition
process. The preliminary assessment
roll was included in the Feasibility
Report and amounts have been
communicated to adjacent property
owners. A public hearing to discuss the
assessments is planned for Spring 2021.
The project team is now working
on the final design plans and a project
video showing an updated visualization
of the improvements will be available
in early May. The project team will be

contacting businesses this summer
to discuss construction phasing and
understand their access needs during
construction. The final design plans
will be presented to the City Council
for approval in December 2020 and
construction is anticipated to start in
Spring 2021.
Please check out the project
website for more information and
opportunities to provide public
feedback: www.concordstreetssp.
com. Project notifications will also
be published on the City’s Facebook
page when we’ve updated the website
with new project information.

Kaposia Landing Phase 2 Construction Project
The South St. Paul City Council has
approved the hire of Veit & Company
to construct Phase 2 of Kaposia
Landing. Construction of new park
amenities will begin in May including:
expanded parking areas, new off-street
trails connecting to existing trails,
parking areas and ball fields, solar
lighting for parking areas, off-leash
dog area, and roadway, stormwater
management, resurfacing of Metzen
Parkway, and landscaping including trees
and native vegetation. A play container
will also be built during the project
for a future playground structure.
The construction contract awarded
is $1,070,091 funded in part by a
$612,700 grant from the Dakota County

Environmental Legacy Fund.
Kaposia Landing is an 87-acre park on
the Mississippi River developed on a
former demolition landfill. Opened in
2008, the park offers large and specialty
off-leash dog areas (annual pass
required for use), river overlooks and
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nearly two miles of paved trails. Phase
1 was completed in 2017, including five
athletic fields for softball and baseball,
a concession/restroom building and
parking. Phase 2 is estimated to be
completed by September 2020.
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Local Government News

Meet our new City Engineer - Sue Polka

The City welcomed our new City Engineer - Sue Polka in April.
Sue has extensive experience working as an engineer in both the
public and private sector. Prior to accepting the position at South
St. Paul, Sue was employed with WSB & Associates as a Senior
Project Manager. Sue also has 20 years experience in municipal
engineering including Prior Lake, Mendota Heights, and Arden
Hills. She is happiest working in the public sector and applied for
our open position because she only heard good things about South
St. Paul. She is quickly settling into her new role and is getting
up-to-speed on construction projects already scheduled or planned.
In her spare time, Sue enjoys spending time with her husband and
two dogs.

2020 Crack Sealing Program

Crack sealing is a long-term pavement preservation solution
for our asphalt pavement. Asphalt is flexible and it moves
horizontally due to changes in temperature and vertically due to
traffic loads. This can create cracking as pavement temperature
changes from summer to winter extremes. Cracks can form,
water and debris can enter the surface, and eventually potholes
can form.

The City began a program for crack sealing in 2019. Last year,
we started on the north end and sealed cracks on the streets
from the northern border to Thompson Ave. This year, we will
begin on Thompson Ave. and work our way south to 2nd Street
North.
The City works with other Dakota County cities to obtain
the best bid prices from the contractor for this program. The
contractor’s trucks will move slowly along the streets, cleaning
(using compressed air) and then sealing the cracks with a special
asphalt mixture. Typically, tissue paper is place over the sealant
and then it is safe to drive over.

Because the contractor is dealing with several other cities and
the weather, it is difficult to predict exactly when they will begin
working in South St. Paul, but temperatures must be above 50
degrees and the project should be completed by mid-July.
2020 Crack Sealing Project Map:
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2019 Drinking Water Report
The City of South St. Paul is reporting the results of monitoring
done on its drinking water for the period from January 1 to
December 31, 2019. The purpose of this report is to advance
consumers’ understanding of drinking water and heighten
awareness of the need to protect precious water resources.
To view the 2019 Annual Water Quality Report, please visit:
www.bit.ly/SSP2019WaterQualityReport
The report can also be found by going to the City’s website at
www.southstpaul.org and search Water Quality.

Water FAQ’s

What is the hardness of South St. Paul Water?
The level is 18-20 grains of hardness (or 307 parts per million
hardness). This is relatively high and you may find it desirable
to soften water through a privately owned softener or softener
service.
What is causing the low pressure in my home?
Quite often, low pressure is caused by a malfunctioning water
softener. This can be confirmed by checking the pressure at an
“un-softened” inside or outside water tap. If the pressure is
normal, your softener may need repair. The average pressure in
the city distribution system is approximately 65 pounds per square
inch.

5th Avenue South Construction Update
With spring upon us and warmer weather on
the horizon the City is working on plans to finish
the 5th Avenue reconstruction project. There are
several tasks that need to be completed including
sodding, sidewalk repairs, landscaping, tree planting,
irrigation repairs, and painting the lane lines as
well as cross walks. This may result in temporary
daytime road closures (1-2 days) in order to
facilitate the contractor’s ability to finish their work.
While we know this may be an inconvenience for
some, it is necessary to complete the work in a
safe and efficient manner. Notice will be provided
prior to any temporary road closures as part of the
construction efforts.
The contractor started this work at the beginning
of May with the work continuing throughout the
month.

Is there a sprinkling ban?
There is a ban on lawn irrigation from 10 AM to 5 PM every
day. When you do water your yard, water slowly, deeply, and less
frequently. Water early in the morning and close to the ground.
Where should my sump pump drain hose discharge?
Outside. Sump pumps used to collect groundwater are not
allowed to discharge into the sanitary sewer system. Hoses must
be routed to drain to the outside of the home and not into a
laundry tub or floor drain.

City of
South St. Paul
Minnesota

Community Development Corner

Twin City Hide and Twin City Tanning Facility Update
Twin City Hide and Twin City Tanning have been a part of the South St. Paul community since the City’s Stockyard era. After
receiving site plan approval from the City Council in March, the two businesses are moving forward with their multi-phase facility
update. The update involves tearing down the existing aging facilities and replacing them with modernized facilities equipped with
improved odor mitigation systems. The most recent approval will allow for the construction of a 46,000 square foot industrial
processing facility. The new facility will include processing equipment that uses less water than traditional equipment and an improved
odor mitigation system. The multi-million dollar project is anticipated to wrap up in 2023.

Got Building or Zoning Permit Questions?
Even though City Hall is closed during the
COVID-19 pandemic, staff is still working hard to
process building and zoning permits with the same
efficiency as when City Hall was open. The City has
seen an influx of permit applications since the Stay
at Home executive order was issued and staff is
excited to see that residents are getting items crossed
off their home improvement to-do lists.
If questions arise about when a permit is required,
what materials are required for a permit application,
or for general permitting or zoning questions, staff
is a phone call or email away.

For Building Permits and Inspection Questions:
Call the Building and Inspections Department at 651-554-3220, or
• Kim Woog, Building & Licensing Specialist
Email: kwoog@sspmn.org
• Joe Heimkes, Building Official
Email: jheimkes@sspmn.org
For Planning and Zoning Questions:
Call the Planning and Zoning Department at 651-554-3270, or
• Michael Healy, City Planner
Email: mhealy@sspmn.org
• Monika Mann, Community Development Support Specialist Email: mmann@sspmn.org

Page 5

Library Proposal to Dakota County
On March 2, 2020, the City Council voted unanimously to submit a proposal
to Dakota County concerning the transfer of library operations from the City of
South St. Paul to the County for inclusion in their county-wide library system.
On March 9, 2020, the Library Board voted in favor of sending this proposal
to Dakota County in order to understand the County’s intentions or interest in
the South St. Paul Public Library, while anticipating further discussions with the
County and the City regarding the library’s future.
The Proposal Regarding the Transfer of Library Operations from the City
of South St. Paul to Dakota County Libraries highlights six areas of concern: site options for a remodeled/new library,
considerations for existing SSP library staff, the assumption of operations, the transfer of assets, the construction of a
remodeled or new facility, and the assurance of library services in the City of South St. Paul. Discussions are expected to begin
in early May.
For a more detailed look at this proposal, visit the library’s “Future of SSP Library” page at bit.ly/ssplibraryfuture.

Keep Our Neighborhoods Looking Good!
Looking for ways to keep your
neighborhood looking great and avoid a letter
from Code Enforcement? If you have any
questions regarding city code ordinances,
contact us at 651-554-3220.
Here are a few things to keep in mind as
spring and summer approach.
• When throwing out larger items such as
furniture or appliances, prearrangement
for pickup is generally required with your
garbage hauler. If you do not arrange a
special pickup, you garbage hauler will
not haul away your items. Also, remember
to put them out the day of pickup, any
sooner is considered a violation.
• All garbage must fit within your garbage
container so the lid closes. If your
container if full and you have additional
trash, store it inside of an enclosed
building until pickup day. This will avoid
your trash bags being torn open by
animals. You can also request a larger
or additional trash container from your
garbage hauler.
• Garbage containers should be stored
within four feet from your house or
garage between scheduled days of pickup.
On the day of pickup, make sure your
garbage containers are not placed in the
alley, street or sidewalk.
• Now that winter is over, vehicles can no
longer be stored in landscaped rear or side

•

•

•

•

yards. Make sure all vehicles are parked
on an approved parking surface, such
as asphalt or concrete. Also, remember
all vehicles stored outside, even on
private property, must be properly
licensed and appear operable, including
having all tires inflated.
Grass will begin growing soon. The
maximum permitted height for grass
and weeds is six inches, so make sure
you regularly maintain your lawn and
remove those pesky weeds and long
grass, especially along fence lines.
No one is fond of looking at property
strewn with equipment and personal
property. Remember that exterior
storage is not allowed in residential
neighborhoods, so keep your lawn
equipment and other personal property
stored within an enclosed building
when not in use.
Everyone loves a good garage sale, but
remember garage sales are limited to
two per year per residence for a period
of four or less consecutive days. Also,
do not attach garage sale signs to utility
poles, trees, signposts, city right-of-way,
etc. - they have to be free standing and
taken down when the sale ends.
Depositing leaves, refuse or other
debris on a public street or alley is
prohibited.

We’ve Noticed - Your
Property Looks Great!

We are bringing back the “We’ve
Noticed Your Property Looks
Great” program. If you know of
a South St. Paul property that looks
great, forward the address to dgriffith@
sspmn.org or call 651-554-3230 and
we’ll have a door hanger delivered to
their property acknowledging that their
property looks
great.
It could be the
landscaping,
perfect green
grass, a fresh
coat of paint,
or overall
appearance of
the property.
This could be
residential or
business. Let’s
let our neighbors
know that we
noticed that their property looks great.
It will be fun to highlight great looking
properties in South St. Paul.
The We’ve Noticed Program - Your
Property Looks Great will start May 1st.
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Election Information
2020 Election Dates

City Council Candidate Filings				
Primary Election Absentee Voting			
Voter Pre-Registration Closes for Primary Election
School Board Member Candidate Filing Period		
Primary Election					
General Election Absentee Voting			
Voter Pre-Registration Closes for General Election
General Election					

May 19 - June 2
June 26 - August 10
July 21
July 28 - August 11
August 11
September 18 - November 2
October 13
November 3

Candidate Filing
Filing Period for City Offices and Locations: The filing period for City Offices opens on May 19th and closes at 5:00 PM on
June 2nd. Candidates pay a filing fee of $20. Affidavits of Candidacy are filed at the City Clerk’s Office, 125 3rd Avenue
North, South St. Paul, MN. Office hours are 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday - Friday.
Qualifications for Candidates: Minnesota law states that candidates for state and local offices must be eligible to vote in
Minnesota, at least 21 years of age when assuming office, have not filed for another office at the upcoming primary or general
elections, and maintained residence in their district for at least 30 days prior to the General Election.
Filings for School Board: Filings for School Board will open on July 28th and close at 5:00 PM on August 11th.

Want to be an Election Judge? Complete the Election Judge Sign-Up Form
Required Qualifications:			
• Eligible to vote in the State of MN		
• U.S. Citizen and at least age 18		
• MN resident for at least 20 days prior		
to the election				
• Able to read, write and speak English		
• Appointed by the City of South St. Paul
• Trained and certified as an election judge

Election Judge Duties:			
• Set up the polling place			
• Operate voting equipment		
• Register and assist voters		
• Demonstrate how to vote		
• Distribute ballots			
• Close polling place			
• Determine and certify voting results

An Election Judge cannot:
• Be a candidate on the ballot
• Be a spouse, parent, step-parent
child, step-child, sibling, or stepsibling of a candidate or another
election judge serving in the
precinct
• Live with a candidate on the ballot

Be a part of the 2020 election process and serve your community by signing up to become an election judge! A minimum of
two hours of paid training is required and training on new voting equipment will also be provided. Training sessions are held
at South St. Paul City Hall. Election Judges can work the entire day (14-16 hours) or half a day (8 hours) and are paid $11.50 or
$12.50 per hour depending on position. If you are interested, please complete the form below and return to: City Clerk’s Office,
125 3rd Avenue North, South St. Paul, MN 55075. Questions? Contact Renee Schmitt at 651-554-3239 or rschmitt@sspmn.org.
ELECTION JUDGE APPLICATION
Name: ___________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ___________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

Party Affiliation: ___________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Circle your response:
I am available to work the Primary Election on Tuesday, August 11, 2020		
I am available to work the General Elecction on Tuesday, November 3, 2020

YES
YES

NO
NO

FULL DAY
FULL DAY

1/2 DAY
1/2 DAY
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COVID-19 - What Services or events are available?
Library Services During COVID-19
Although our doors are closed, the South
St. Paul Public Library is here for you online!
Our newly designed website (www.ssplibrary.
org) features new buttons: Library at Home
(virtual programming and digital materials),
Resources for Youth (special categorized
activities cross-referenced with various age
groups), Connect with Us (social media and
Ask a Librarian), Get a Library Card Online,
and What We’re Reading (staff picks with
links to the catalog or online versions).
Many of our virtual programs can be accessed through our
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/SSPlibrary.
Join us for:
• Adult Book Club – Meeting virtually through Zoom the second
Thursday of the month. Email hrodriguez@sspmn.org to join.
• Book Snacks – The first chapter of children’s fiction books with

Parks and Trails are Still Open!

South St. Paul city parks and trails remain open. Public parks and
open spaces provide a critical connection to the outdoors and green
space as well as opportunities for physical activity, which studies
demonstrate reduces stress and improves mental health. With the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) flagging mental
health as a top concern associated with the COVID-19 outbreak,
we believe our parks and open spaces are needed now more than
ever! If you choose to visit local parks and trails, users must observe
social distancing and only be in groups with members from a single
household. Park facilities that are open include:
• Kaposia Park Disc Golf
• Archery Range
• City Tennis and Basketball Courts (casual use permitted by single
households only!)

Miss Amy – Thursdays at noon – posted on Facebook
• Cookbook Club - Meet virtually to talk about a dish
you’ve created using the same
cookbook as the other “chefs” joining
the club. On May 1 @ 7pm – Deb
Perelman’s The Smitten Kitchen
Cookbook - https://www.facebook.
com/events/274448336900829/
• Miss Amy’s Virtual Storytimes –
Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am on
Facebook Live
• Phone Reference - Monday-Friday,
9 AM - 5 PM. Call 651.554.3240.
• Shelf Talk - A new blog with posts about reading from
SSP library staff. See Library at Home on our website.
• Stories by Phone – Schedule to have a short story
read to you for up to 30 minutes. Available in English,
French, Spanish and Hmong. Call 651.554.3243.
• Tech Tutoring – Tech help by phone is available by
scheduling an appointment at 651.554.3243.

• Kaposia Landing Off-Leash Dog Area (annual pass
required for use)
• Community Garden (plot rental required for use)
• DNR Boat Launch (water level permitting)
• Athletic fields and open space including Veterans and
McMorrow Fields (casual use permitted by single
households only!)
Please plan accordingly for your park visit as water and
restrooms are not currently available. City ordinances and
park rules still apply including park hours, dogs on leash,
pet waste pick up and disposal, and no littering. Playground
structures and volleyball courts are currently closed.

South St. Paul Farmers’ Market (Wednesdays, June 17th through September 30th from 2:00 - 6:00 PM)

The South St. Paul Farmers’ Market will be taking place this summer.
However, it will look a little different this year with measures taken
to keep shoppers, vendors and food safe. The booths will be spaced
further apart, hand washing stations will be available, and directional
signage will help aid in social distancing at the market.
The South St. Paul Thinking Green Committee is working with the
Saint Paul Farmers’ Market as to what will be allowed at the market.
While our goal is to continue the Thinking Green Program at the
market by bringing reusable bags, we will be following the Saint Paul

Farmers’ Market
COVID-19 guidelines
and keep you posted.
We sadly will not be
offering programs for
the youth as we have in
past. Check the City’s
website for updates.
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WE WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU!

Let us know what you think! For comments,
suggestions, city news call (651) 554-3284
City Hall: 651-554-3200
Public Works: 651-554-3225
Police: 911 or 651-554-3300
Fire: 911 or 651-552-4176
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James P. Francis, Mayor 651-249-3774
Sharon Dewey 763-645-9168
William Flatley 612-254-8821
Joe Forester 651-238-5562
Lori Hansen 651-450-6729
Joe Kaliszewski 651-451-3218
Tom Seaberg 651-999-9784
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Community Events Cancelled Due to COVID-19
SSP Memorial Day Parade

Dear Comrades and Citizens of South St Paul.
As you are aware, we are all faced with
extremely challenging times during this
pandemic.
In order to support the stay-at-home order our
Governor has put in place and after talking with
Post officers and the American Legion, we’ve
come to the decision to avoid any ongoing threat
of COVID-19 and its potential health risk to the
community. We’ve decided to cancel this year’s
Memorial Day Parade and Service as well as our
Poppy Distribution.
This was a very difficult decision to make, one
that was not taken lightly - but we felt it was the
right approach. We are in discussions to come up
with an alternative program for Memorial Day.
Terry Pieper
Post Commander
VFW Post 295

Kaposia Days

To our cherished Kaposia Days Friends and Supporters:
It is with heavy hearts we announce the Kaposia Days Board of Directors
has unanimously made the decision to cancel our 2020 Kaposia Days festival
in June. Our decision to cancel was not taken lightly; we did so after much
research and deliberation. We are confident we have made the appropriate
decision for the health and safety of our community. We have been
monitoring the situation for several weeks to better understand the spread
and ongoing threat of COVID-19 as well as public health conditions that are
anticipated for the end of June.
We hope you understand our decision to cancel was in partnership with
our city agencies, with sensitivity of community sponsors/businesses and
with respect to our many volunteers who help make our festival one of the
best around. We know how challenging this has been for all businesses in
our community and we need to be considerate of this difficult time for them.
Our goal during this time is to focus our efforts on helping our community
sponsors & businesses rebuild and re-open even stronger than before. We
ask that you continue to support our community and shop locally in this
time of need!
While these are challenging times, we look forward to an even stronger
Kaposia Day 2021; we encourage you to get involved to help make it happen!
Kaposia Days Board of Directors

