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City Financials
2021 Budget, CARES Act Funding and Project Funding
On September 21st, the City Council adopted a
preliminary property tax levy of $13,552,512;
an increase of $575,540 (or 4.44%) over 2020.
The final 2021 levy and budget will be considered
at a Public Hearing to be held on December 7th
as part of that evening’s City Council meeting. It
is important to note that the City Council cannot
go above the 4.44% proposed increase in the levy,
they are able to reduce it if conditions allow.

Preliminary levy components:
General Fund
Library
Doug Woog Arena
Debt Service
Infrastructure
Total

$10,796,719
$ 820,098
$ 322,954
$ 1,336,711
$ 122,130
$13,552,512

6.36% Increase
0.69% Increase
0.00% Increase
4.85% Decrease
0.00% Increase
4.44% Increase

With a City levy increase proposed at 4.44%, the
tax impact is 3.0% on a median valued home
when you factor in the increased value. If your
taxes appear to be increasing by more than the 4.44% levy increase, compare your property values as that will be the likely
cause.

Median Value
Median Tax

2020
$214,000
$1,191

2021
$217,700
$1,227

Change
$3,700 or 1.73%
$36 or 3.0%

As evidenced by the increase in median value homes, SSP is seeing an increase in our tax base of 6.8% for 2021 which
helps reduce our tax rate. On the other hand, we are also experiencing a reduction of $251,687 in our Fiscal Disparities
distribution (metro property wealth sharing pool). This puts increased pressure on our tax rate.
For further details on the City’s Preliminary 2021 Budget, please visit the City website at southstpaul.org and search for
2021 Preliminary Budget under Finance Department. You may also review a copy of the proposed budget at City Hall, 125
3rd Avenue North. Any questions and/ or comments you may have regarding your proposed 2021 City property taxes can
be directed to Clara Hilger, Finance Director at 651-554-3207 or chilger@southstpaul.org.

CARES Act Funding

On March 27th, 2020, President Trump signed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act into law.
As a component of this program, payments were made to State, Local and Tribal Governments to deal with the impacts of
the COVID-19 outbreak. Most cities in Minnesota were subrecipients of the money the State received from this program
after Governor Walz enacted a distribution plan on June 25th. In South St. Paul’s case, we received $1,572,954 in funding.
Continued on page 2
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City Financials continued...
As with most Federal programs, there are many
requirements that must be complied with to ensure
expenditures meet program guidelines. Items such
as personal protective equipment (PPE), additional
election administration costs, grants to local businesses,
refunds of liquor license fees, staff reassignments
to address COVID-19 protocols, HVAC equipment
for improving building air quality, and equipment to
make working from home more feasible are some
examples of initiatives we have taken that total well
over $275,000 to date with more expenses rolling in.
The key allowance we have chosen to report to the
State to document the expenditure of our full funding
allotment is payroll costs associated with public safety
expenditures, specifically police costs in our case.
While many other expenses could have been reported,
this option affords ease in documentation, reporting,
and auditing.
CARES Act money has given the City the ability to
deal with many of the day-to-day challenges
COVID-19 has inflicted on the City’s operation and
budget. With the Council’s diligence in planning, we
are positioned to address additional obstacles as they
present themselves over the next several months.

Concord Street Project Receives $2
Million in State Bond Funding

Finalization of construction plans for the Concord
Street project continues. The project is budgeted at
just under $32 million with all but $6 million funded
from various Federal and State sources. The $6 million
South St. Paul is responsible for relates to utility
improvements and streetscape along the corridor.

Local Performance Aid Survey

In 2010, the Minnesota Legislature created the Council on
Local Results and Innovation. In 2011, that group released
a set of performance measures for cities and counties.
The Legislature also enacted a program of additional
state aid equal to $.14 per capita ($2,908 for SSP) to assist
communities in implementing a performance measurement
program.
A condition of program participation is the requirement that
the City conduct a survey of our residents to get their input
on the 10 required areas. (There are two other questions
regarding residency.) The survey is available on-line
through the assistance of the League of Minnesota Cities
using this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
SouthStPaul_2020
Please take the time to provide us with your feedback.
Responses must be entered by the close of business on
December 11th. Results of this survey will be published in
the next issue of our newsletter.

New Fire Trucks for SMFD

Earlier this fall, South Metro Fire Department (SMFD)
received two new engines manufactured by Rosenbauer of
Wyoming, Minnesota. The receipt of these trucks (one
stationed in WSP and one in SSP) has taken almost two years
of planning and preparation. The cost for one new engine,
with equipment, is approximately $720,000. The new trucks
will become the front-line engines for 10 years. Two of the
remaining trucks will be retained as reserves for another 10
years, and two others will be sold.

With the recent passage of the State Bonding bill,
SSP will receive an additional $2 million in funding
assistance for our portion of project costs. The City
wishes to thank our legislative delegation consisting
of Representatives Rick Hansen and Anne Claflin
together with Senators Karla Bigham and Matt Klein
for their efforts in helping us to obtain those funds.
That money takes a lot of pressure off the City’s
internal funding sources and makes the Concord
project even more viable.
Bidding on the project will occur within the first
quarter of 2021. Construction will take place in 2021
and 2022.

Pictured L-R, former Engine 12 to be sold; former Engine 1 - now Engine 12;
and the NEW Engine 2
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Community Development News

The Yards

Since 2019, the City has been working with the Beard Group to
bring modern multi-family units to South St. Paul. The Beard
Group is a real-estate development company based in Hopkins
that specialized in redevelopment and mixed-use projects. The
Beard Group has proposed a 2-building apartment complex at the
corner of Grand Avenue and Concord Exchange, across the street
from the historic Exchange Building. Today this site hosts a mostly
vacant office complex and two City-owned parking lots that have
significantly more capacity than the surrounding area typically uses.
The Yards will create 263 new, market-rate rental units. Studio,
one-bedroom, and two-bedroom units would be available in both
apartment buildings to meet a range of household types. The Yards
will offer amenities including an outdoor dog run, lounge/game
rooms, an outdoor pool, a party deck, and underground parking.
As part of the project, Concord Exchange will receive an enhanced
streetscape and additional street parking to serve the existing local
businesses. This project is the first new multi-family project South
St. Paul has seen in since 2009.
The Yards will help the City make progress in achieving its
Comprehensive Plan goal to diversify the City’s housing stock
to maintain a community that is attractive to long-time and new
residents. While South St. Paul has a solid stock of affordable
single-family homes, the City lacks in newly-constructed housing
options for young professionals or adults without children that are
not looking to purchase a single-family home. These populations
are projected to see the largest growth in the coming years so the
City must be prepared to respond to the shift in demographic. The
Yards will be a strong step in providing high-quality, market-rate
housing options for new and current residents.

An image rendering of the proposed development.

Central Square
Community Center

The future of Central Square Community
Center (CSCC) has been a topic of discussion
at recent South St. Paul City Council and
South St. Paul School District meetings. The
building is owned by the school district and
has been operated by City Parks & Recreation
staff under a partnership between the two
entities since 2002. This has been a successful
and positive arrangement, with the CSCC
serving the community in multiple facets such
as community events, fitness service & classes,
youth programming, and the Senior Center.
Central Square is dependent upon
memberships and program revenues. Over
the past few years, membership has declined
from a peak of 1,002 in 2013 to 692 at the
end of 2019. Increased competition is seen
as the primary reason for this decline. The
COVID-19 pandemic has caused a further
reduction in memberships to 533 at the end of
August. This trend has forced both parties to
review the viability of the facility and how the
building might best serve the community.
The SSP Public School District has initiated
a building study and discussions have been
launched to engage the community to
gather input and feedback on possible uses
and programming for this building. This
feedback will help determine the next steps
for the building and its operation. Members
of the community are invited to a virtual
feedback session on November 12th at 7 PM
via Google Meet. Visit the School District
website at sspps.org under “Newsroom” and
“Headlines” or “Central Square Community
Center” at southstpaul.org.
It is important to note that Senior
Programming remains a high priority of
both entities. The City is also committed
to continue CSCC operations into the first
half of 2021 as the evaluation of options
continues.
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Winter Guidelines and Restrictions

Winter Code Compliance

Follow these Winter Code Compliance Guidlines to ensure you meet City ordinances:
1. Parking or storage of recreational vehicles, including campers, tent trailers, and motor homes must be on approved
parking pads. Oversized recreation vehicles (over 23 feet in length, or over 9,000 lbs. gross vehicle weight) must be
parked on a driveway or parking area constructed of asphalt or concrete, and not less than 5 feet from the property line.
All vehicles must be registered in the name of the property owner or occupant.
2. Snow on a sidewalk needs to be removed within 12 hours of its deposit.
3. Depositing snow onto a public street or alley is not allowed by City Code.
4. Vehicles of any type are not allowed to be parked in the front yard.
5. Up to three vehicles registered to the property owner or occupant may be parked in the rear or side yard from
November 15th to April 1st. All vehicles and/or trailers that are parked or stored on the property must be in good,
operable condition and properly licensed.
6. Firewood should not be stored in a front yard or less than 5 feet from a lot line. The firewood must be neatly stacked
on a solid surface or be elevated at least 4 inches off the ground, you may also keep it enclosed to keep it free from
vermin. The stacks may not exceed 6 feet in height.

Snowbird Notification
The City typically plows for snowfalls of two inches or more. Once city crews have completed plowing their initial curbto-curb routes, the police department is notified to begin tagging vehicles (snowbirds) which were not moved during the
first snow removal operation. Tagged (cited) vehicles that are not moved will be towed beginning the next morning so City
crews can complete the snow removal process.
You can sign up to receive a “Snowbird Notification” email or text of when the City will begin citing vehicles that were not
moved for the snow removal process. Go to www.southstpaul.org and click on “Notify Me” on the homepage. Please note: the
City does not guarantee a notice will be sent and is not responsible for invalid email or text addresses, undelivered/returned or unread notifications.
To avoid having your vehicle cited or towed, move your vehicle from the street until the City crews have plowed
your street from curb-to-curb.
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Snow and Ice Removal at Home
Winer is upon us! Snow and ice removal is not an insignificant task and can have a definite impact on your wallet, your
back, and the environment. Accomplishing the task correctly will save you time in the long run.
The best way you can help yourself is by removing snow promptly. The longer you wait, the more likely ice will form.
When quickly removing snow is not possible,
it might take a little more thought to deal
with the ice that has formed.
Many people use either salt or sand to
control ice. Salt and sand are effective under
different conditions. Salt works by lowering
the freezing point of water, which is why
ice melts once the salt is applied. Standard
salt stops working at temperatures below
15 degrees F. When it gets colder, sand is a
better choice. Sand does not melt ice, but it
can provide some traction. Always remove
as much snow as you can before applying
sand or salt to ensure it is effective.
The key to reducing your impact on the
environment is to use the minimum amount
of salt or sand needed to get the job done.
If you apply too much or spill some, sweep
it up to reuse at a later date. If you apply salt
or sand to your sidewalk or driveway, it can
run off into the storm drain in the street,
and from there it will end up in the nearest
lake, pond, or wetland.
You can learn more about salt’s impact on
the environment by visiting www.pca.state.
mn.us/water/chloride-salts.

Photo credit: Lake Superior Streams Regional Stormwater Protection Team

More Salt isn’t always the answer!

Using salt (chloride) during our icy winters is a necessity for safe roads, sidewalks, and driveways. Unfortunately, it is clear
that excessive salt use is polluting our local lakes and rivers which is disrupting natural ecosystems.
We need to become smart salters and reduce the use of salt when possible. Here are some tips you can use to make a
difference:
• Shovel or sweep snow prior to putting salt down, you won’t need as much salt this way.
• If it’s below 15 degrees (F), your typical salt loses its effectiveness. Consider other options like sand or different deicers.
• Only apply salt where needed and leave space between granules. Your average coffee cup holds enough salt for 10
sidewalk squares or a 20-foot driveway.
• Sweep up leftover salt to reuse later.
Remember, it only takes 1 teaspoon of salt to pollute 5 gallons of water!
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Good Information to Know

Employee Spotlight

What you need to know about Smoke Detectors:

Meet our new Housing Programs
Administor - Tiffany Greene

Smoke detectors are a vital first line of
defense for you and your family. But
these devices need to be both installed
and maintained correctly in order to
provide you with adequate protection.
In one-quarter of the U.S. house fires
in which smoke detectors failed, dead
batteries were the cause of the failure,
according to the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA).

The City recently welcomed Tiffany Greene
to our team as the new
Housing Programs
Administrator.
Tiffany has worked in
affordable and public
housing for 8 years
and has extensive
experience managing
housing programs.
Before joining the City of South St. Paul,
Tiffany worked for the Scott County
Community Development Agency managing
their Housing Choice Voucher program
along with other community and housing
grants. Prior to working for Scott County
Community Development Agency, Tiffany
was a property manager for MetroPlains
Management where she gained a strong
background in grant management,
government and state compliance, property
rehabilitation, and project management.
Tiffany is excited to use her passion for
people and expertise in public housing as she
works with the residents at John Carroll and
Nan McKay as well as the other residents
in the community. When she is not at work,
Tiffany enjoys spending time with her
husband and their four children walking the
trails in West St. Paul or at their family cabin
in Black Duck, Minnesota.

Here are some other new employees that
joined the SSP team in 2020:
• Renee Bredy - Code Enforcement Officer
• Antonio Cortez - Community Service
•
•
•
•
•

Officer

Emma Keding - Community Service Officer
Michael Healy - City Planner
Susan Polka - City Engineer
Bradley Patet - General Facility Maintenance
Branick Jenkins - General Facility
Maintenance

By properly selecting, positioning, and maintaining the smoke alarms in
your house, you can have peace of mind that you’re taking an important
step to help protect your family in case of a fire.

Features of Smoke Detectors

While different smoke detectors may look similar, there are important
features that vary among models. First, how is it powered? Some alarms
are powered by a battery, whereas others are hardwired into your house’s
electrical system (and are typically equipped with a backup battery).
All of the smoke alarms throughout your house should be interconnected
through hardwiring or a wireless signal. This means when one alarm
sounds, they all do. New homes are required to include hardwired,
interconnected smoke alarms with backup batteries. If your home is older
and you don’t already have the wiring in your home, you can buy devices
that interconnect wirelessly, but you may need to buy models from the same
brand in order to ensure they can communicate.

Proper Placement

The NFPA recommends placing a smoke alarm inside every bedroom,
outside every sleeping area and on every level of your home, including
the basement. Place the alarms high on the wall so they are no more
than 12 inches from the top of the alarm to the ceiling. To avoid false
alarms, position units more than 10 feet from cooking appliances and 3
feet from bathrooms with a shower or tub as steam can trigger the alarms.
There are special guidelines for pitched roof and high ceilings. Read the
manufacturers specification when installing in these locations.

How to Maintain and When to Replace

Like coupons and canned goods, smoke alarms have an expiration date.
The life span of a smoke alarm is 10 years. If you have a battery-powered
smoke alarm, it may start chirping to alert you that the battery is running
low. Be sure to replace the batteries right away, and do not unplug it to
mute the sound. Keep ahead of the chirp and any other problems by
testing your smoke alarms monthly. Testing them is the only way to know
that your smoke alarms are working properly. Make sure to keep extra
batteries on hand and its suggested to replace them at least once a year.
By understanding how to place, maintain, and test your smoke alarms, you
can help protect your family in case of fire.
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Community Events Updates
2020 has been the year of changes and cancellations due to the COVID-19 pandemic. While we would have loved to
host many of the community events throughout the year, the safety of our employees and the community took priority.
Here is an update to some of the fall community events:

Recycle the Pumpkin with the SSP Mayor’s
Youth Task Force
As part of the Thinking Green Campaign, the SSP
Mayor’s Youth Task Force will be collecting pumpkins
on Saturday, November 7th from 10:30 to noon at
Wakota Federal Credit Union parking lot (12th
and Southview). We will accept and compost your
pumpkins for free. Unfortunately due to COVID-19,
we will not be able to offer free rides on the fire truck
this year, but we will be there to take the pumpkins
from your vehicle and place in the dumpster. Don’t
forget to take the candles out of your pumpkin
before bringing them for composting. Help us fill the
dumpster with pumpkins while Thinking Green in
South St. Paul.

2020 Senior Citizens Thanksgiving Dinner
CANCELLED Due to COVID 19

Unfortunately the 2020 South St. Paul Senior Citizens
Thanksgiving Dinner that is normally held at the South St.
Paul High School or Secondary School has been cancelled
due to COVID-19. This
was a very hard decision
to make, but we want
everyone to finish the
year by staying healthy!
Our hope is that we
will be able to host this
annual dinner again next
year.

South St. Paul Light Up the Square

Light Up the Square is a fun community celebration to kick off the holiday season.
The 2020 community event will look a little different from past celebrations due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. It will take place on Sunday, November 29th at the
Central Square Community Center. This is an outdoor event, so remember to
dress accordingly!
The elves are busy working on the details, including the starting time, so watch
for more information on the City’s website at southstpaul.org or the South St.
Paul Events and Activities Facebook page.
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WE WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU!

Let us know what you think! For comments,
suggestions, city news call (651) 554-3284
City Hall: 651-554-3200
Public Works: 651-554-3225
Police: 911 or 651-554-3300
Fire: 911 or 651-552-4176
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
James P. Francis, Mayor 651-249-3774
Sharon Dewey 763-645-9168
William Flatley 612-254-8821
Joe Forester 651-238-5562
Lori Hansen 651-450-6729
Joe Kaliszewski 651-451-3218
Tom Seaberg 651-999-9784
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POSTAL CUSTOMER
SOUTH ST. PAUL, MN 55075

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Joel Hanson 651-554-3272

Community Spotlight
Thank You South St.
Paul Lions Club!
The City of South St. Paul
would like to thank the
South St. Paul Lions Club
for their generous donation
of $3000 for ice skates. The
skates will be added to the
skate rental program at the
Doug Woog Ice Arena.
Students participating in the
Blades-N-Motion Skating
School were on hand to test
out some the new skates!

Thank you South St. Paul
Lions Club!
Adults pictured L-R: Barb Yackel - Blades-N-Motion Director; Dan Riegelman - Riedell Representative; George
Emerson -Woog Arena Facility/Operations Supervisor; and, Larry Nitti - SSP Lions Club President

