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Concord Street Improvements

The Concord Street Improvement project is proceeding on schedule with
substantial completion of construction from I-494 to Wentworth Avenue and
utilities from Wentworth Avenue to Fury Motors to be completed by November
3, 2021. Retaining wall construction will continue on the west side of Concord
Street between Wentworth Ave. and Fury Motors until mid-December with
traffic remaining northbound only until then. In the spring, construction will
start up again with the remainder of the project from Wentworth Avenue to
Annapolis Street being completed in 2022.
The City of South St. Paul holds monthly Virtual meetings for the businesses on
Concord Street and sends out weekly e-mail newsletters regarding the project. To sign up for the meetings and newsletter,
visit the Concord Street Improvements website at www.concordstreetssp.com.

Seidl’s Lift Station and 4th Street South Construction

This summer and fall, Meyer Contracting completed a street reconstruction project on 4th Street South near Seidl’s
Lake. At the time of this article, the contractor is also nearing completion of the lift station at Seidl’s Lake Park. The
lift station will move water from the lake to the storm sewer in 4th Street which ultimately discharges to the Mississippi
River. The lift station will pump water when the lake levels reach a certain elevation to maintain a stable lake level.
This will help reduce shoreline erosion and minimize flooding of the trail. The Lower Mississippi River Watershed
Management Organization (MRWMO), in cooperation with Inver Grove Heights and South St. Paul, has applied for a
grant for shoreline restoration assistance through the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

Community Engagement Events for New County Library

In September, the architectural firm BKV Group engaged with a wide range of residents to hear their opinions about
a potential new Dakota County library on City-owned property at 7th and Marie Avenues. The firm visited with some
of our youngest residents at an outdoor storytime held at the Central Square amphitheater on September 14, staffed
an information table at the Farmers’ Market on September 29, and shared project timelines, phases and a visioning
exercise with both Dakota County and South St. Paul Library Boards as well as the City Council. A short survey was
also offered online and in paper form for people to outline how they use the current library and what they hope to see
in a new library.
In October, the firm focused on developing design elements, and on November 10,
schematic design options will be presented to the public at an Open House in the
Centennial Room at Central Square from 5 to 7 pm. An interactive digital option
will be available on the project website for those who are unable to attend this
event in person. Concurrent with the Open House, the House Capital Investment
Committee will be stopping by the current library at 5:30 pm to learn about City
and County projects that were submitted for bonding in 2022. Visit https://www.
co.dakota.mn.us/libraries/HoursLocations/SSP/ for more information about this
project.
www.SouthStPaul.org
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Winter Snow Information

Snow Plowing
Are you ready for the cold weather and snow? Here is some information on winter snow plowing, parking in the streets
during snow events, and shoveling snow from your sidewalk.
The City of South St. Paul is responsible for plowing of all publicly owned and maintained streets and
alleys. Typically, the City plows after snowfalls of two inches or more. If there is less than two
inches of snow or if conditions are icy, then the City will plow and salt hills and clear the
main streets.
If the snowfall begins at night, plow crews begin their routes between 2:00 and
4:00 AM. The City is separated into five plowing zones and there are usually
two trucks per zone. The City plows the following areas on a priority
basis as follows:
•
•
•
•

Main streets and hills
Local streets, City Hall and Doug Woog Arena parking lots
Alleys and trails
Sidewalks, steps, outdoor rinks, pumphouses, and city park
parking lots (where needed)

At this time the City of South St. Paul does not call a snow
emergency, but there is an ordinance in place that states
“Except when otherwise posted, marked, or metered, a
vehicle may not be parked on the streets or alleys in such
a manner as to obstruct or interfere with snowplowing
or snow removal.” What does that mean? During a snow
event your vehicle should be parked somewhere other
than the street until the snow has been cleared from your
street. If your vehicle remains parked in the street during
a snow event you take the chance of getting ticketed and/
or having your vehicle towed. As a reminder City Ordinance
Sec. 58-98 states a vehicle may not be upon any street in any
one place for a longer continuous period than 20 hours.

Snowbird Notification

Once city snowplowing crews have completed plowing their initial
curb-to-curb routes, the police department is notified to begin tagging
vehicles (snowbirds) which were not moved during the first snow
removal operation. Tagged (cited) vehicles that are not moved will be
towed beginning the next morning so the snowplowing crews can complete
the snow removal process.
You can sign up to receive a Snowbird Notification email or text informing you of
when the city will begin citing vehicles that were not moved for the snow removal process. Visit
www.southstpaul.org and click on Notify Me on the homepage. Please note, the city does not guarantee a
notice will be sent and is not responsible for invalid email addresses or phone numbers, undelivered, returned, or unread notifications.

DON’T BE A SNOWBIRD! Move your vehicle from the street and let the snowplows do their work!
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Sidewalk Snow Removal and Salt Use
Winter season means slick roads, driveways, and sidewalks. In South St. Paul, the City does require the property owner
to clear the snow and ice from the public sidewalk and ramps to the street adjacent to their property to ensure a safe
pathway for walking that is clear of snow and ice. While most of us will look to salt to help keep the ice
away, the City would like to offer some guidance on clearing snow and icy spots from your
driveway and/or sidewalk.
- Shovel early and often during a snowstorm so snow does not have time to
build up and/or become compacted and turn to ice.
-Always shovel first before using salt and use salt sparingly, as salt
from winter use can build up in the groundwater and surface water,
becoming a pollutant that can cause environmental damage.
- Remember salt does not melt ice when the temperature is
below 15°F. When the temperature is this cold use sand for
traction.
-More salt does not mean more melting. Avoid overuse
by scattering the salt only on areas that need it.
-Sweep up any excess salt and sand before it can
find its way to the storm drain. You can reuse the
excess salt or sand later.
-Consider using eco-friendly salt alternatives for
melting ice and snow.
-Make sure when you remove the snow from
the sidewalk that you are clearing the full width
of the sidewalk and not just a narrow path. This
allows access and mobility to all pedestrains in
wheelchairs, people with children in strollers,
students walking to school, and individuals with
assistive devices.
-Remember not to deposit snow into the street.
Push the snow into your yard or an adjacent boulevard.
City Ordinance
states snow
and ice are to
be removed from
sidewalks within 24
hours after it is deposited.
If you do not clear your
sidewalk, then the City may remove
the snow and ice at the owner’s expense
in order to ensure pedestrians have a safe
walking surface.

Be South St. Paul Nice - if you see a neighbor struggling to shovel, offer a helping hand.
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Prevent Meters and Pipes from Freezing this Winter
Winter and cold weather will soon be upon us. Now
is the time to take easy and inexpensive steps to
prevent your pipes and meters from freezing. It is
your responsibility to protect the water meter from
freezing. If the City needs to replace a damaged meter,
including damage caused by freezing, the homeowner will
be charged for the cost of the meter. And frozen water
pipes may require a professional to thaw and/or could
burst inside your home, causing additional damage.
You can take several actions to prevent meters and pipes
from freezing in your home:
• Keep your basement warm enough to keep the meter
and pipes from freezing.
• Plug gaps with insulation.
• Replace or repair broken or cracked basement
windows.
• Install storm windows or cover basement windows
with weather insulation kits.
• Seal or caulk cracks in the wall.
• Wrap foam insulation around pipes most susceptible
to freezing.
• Shut off and drain the pipes leading to outside
faucets.

What if your pipes do freeze?

• Shut off the water immediately. Don’t thaw pipes
without turning off the main shut-off valve.
• Thaw pipes with warm water. You may be able to
thaw the pipes by warming the air around it with a hair
dryer or space heater. Be sure not to leave the space
heater unattended.
• Once the pipes are thawed, turn the water back on
slowly and check the pipes and joints for any leaks that
might have been caused by freezing.
If you are unsure, call a professional in to thaw the frozen
pipes and to check for any damage to the pipes. If you
plan to be away from your home for an extended period
of time during the winter months, make sure you take the
necessary steps to winterize your home.
For questions related to your water bill call 651-554-3209.
For questions regarding water service/repairs or assistance
call the Public Works Dept at 651-554-3225.

Do you qualify for reduced water and sewer rates?
South St. Paul residents who qualify as elderly, blind or disabled and who meet income qualifications may apply to the
City for a reduced rate for metered water and sewer. For more information and an application, please contact us 651554-3209.

Fire Safety Precautions for the upcoming Holidays

The holiday season will be here before you know it, along
with decorations and the festivities of the season. As you
prepare to celebrate the holiday season keep these tips in
mind to stay safe.

Holiday Cooking Tips. Cooking fires are the number
one cause of fire-related injuries.
• Stay in the kitchen when cooking, especially when
frying, grilling, or using an open flame.
• Never deep fry turkeys inside your home, garage, or on
your deck.
• Avoid wearing loose or dangling sleeves while cooking,
they can easily catch on fire.
• Create a kid and pet free zone around your stove and
oven.
• Keep anything that can catch fire away from from
cooking areas or any other appliances that generate

heat.

Holiday Decorating Tips.
• Replace any string of lights with worn or broken
cords or loose bulb connections.
• Avoid overloading electrical outlets.
• Use a sturdy tree stand to prevent it from tipping
over.
• Use decorations that are flame-resistant or flameretardant, and place decorations at least three feet
away from fireplaces, portable heaters, radiators, heat
vents, and candles.
• Candles should be placed on a stable surface and
blown out when unattended.
Most importantly - check your smoke alarms to ensure
they are in good working order.

Cities of Excellence Award
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South St. Paul and West St. Paul honored by the League of
Minnesota Cities for fire personnel mental health program
The cities of South St. Paul and West St. Paul are the
joint winners of the 2021 City of Excellence Award in
this year’s 20,000+ population category for the South
Metro Fire Department’s implementation of the Par
360 program to address mental health.
The City of Excellence Awards are given each year by
the League of Minnesota Cities in three population
categories and one topical category. The awards
recognize cities for outstanding programs or projects.
Each winning city will receive a plaque, a check for
$1,000, and recognition in League publications and
promotional activities throughout the coming year.
Created in 2008 through the merger of the South St.
Paul and West St. Paul fire departments, the South
Metro Fire Department (SMFD) is a career fire
department that provides fire and EMS services to
over 40,000 citizens and 11 square miles of coverage
area. In 2020, the department responded to 6,760
calls, of which 5,021 were for emergency medical
service.
Due to the nature of their work, public safety
workers are more likely to experience mental health
conditions such as PTSD, as well as unhealthy coping
mechanisms, and higher rates of suicide. In 2018,
newly promoted Fire Chief Mark Juelfs met with
not one but two of his personnel who confided in
him that they had or previously had a suicide plan.
Juelfs said his training had not prepared him for those
moments.

In response, Juelfs sought out mental health support
for his department and found a newly developed
program called Par 360. The Par 360 program is a
yearly subscription program providing consultation,
training, and emergency response to fire department
leaders and firefighters. It was developed by Dr.
Margaret Gavian, medical director for the Minnesota
Fire Initiative.

Through Juelfs’ leadership, the support of the two
firefighters who spoke to the department about their
struggles, and the work of Gavian, the program has
been implemented and embraced by the department,
even as the COVID-19 pandemic shifts how parts of
the program are delivered. An important emphasis on
privacy has helped to encourage high participation.
The 2021 League awards were judged by panels of
city officials including representatives from League
boards and committees. More League award winners
for City of Excellence, elected and appointed officials,
as well as the Sustainable City award have been or will
be announced at city council meeting presentations
throughout August, September, and October.
Article courtsey of the League of Minnesota Cities - Sept. 13, 2021
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Advisory Boards/Commissions

Have you considered serving on a City Advisory Board or Commission?
The community and South St. Paul City Council rely on the advise and assistance of seven distinct Advisory Boards and
Commissions. The City invites you to consider offering your time and talent through service on one of the city’s boards
and commissions. Applications are being accepted for terms beginning in March of 2022. Applications can be found on
the City’s website (www.southstpaul.org) by looking under the Government tab and then Board & Commissions.

Airport Advisory Commission

NDC4 Advisory Commission

Duties of the Airport Advisory Commission includes:
• Acting in an advisory capacity to the airport manager
and City Council in matters pertaining to Fleming
Field.
• Reviewing and making recommendations on the airport
budget, Capital Improvement Plan, services, and
policies and procedures.
• Reviewing the airport’s financial performance.

The commission consists of a City Council representative
and a citizen representative from each of the member
cities.

The Airport Advisory Commission makes
recommendations to the City Council on the issues of
Fleming Field Airport and airport policies that impact or
have the potential to impact the community. The ninemember commission is appointed by the City Council to a
three-year term.

Police Civil Service Commission

The South St. Paul Police Department operates under
rules established and adopted by its Police Civil Service
Commission. The commission is a three-member citizen
commission, appointed by the City Council to a three-year
term. The commission operates according to state statute.

Library Board

The Library Board adopts bylaws and regulations that
govern the operations of the library, including approval of
expenditures within the budget. The board also appoints
the library director and establishes wages for all library
staff. The Library Board consists of nine members,
appointed by the Mayor to a three-year term.

LMRWMO Board

The Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management
Organization (LMRWMO) Board plays a crucial role in
decision making for water and stormwater related issues
in the watershed, determines organizational priorities,
establishes policies, and identifies possible water resource
educational opportunities. A background in water resources
is not necessary to participate.

The Northern Dakota County Cable Communications
Commission (NDC4) is a municipal joint powers
cooperative formed in 1982 by seven cities: Inver Grove
Heights, Lilydale, Mendota, Mendota Heights, South St.
Paul, Sunfish Lake, and West St. Paul. The commission
provides consumer protection services for cable television
subscribers and manages institutional programming
including city meeting, government programs, and
educational programs. The commission also oversees
local community programming through its non-profit
corportion, Town Square Television.

Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission consists
of seven members, appointed by the city council to
three-year terms. The commission provides for the
comprehensive development of park facilities and
recreational activity programs for the well-being of the
residents of the city. The commission recommends
enhancements to the parks and recreation opportunties
in the City of South St. Paul and provides direction in
establishing city goals and policies.

Planning Commission

The Planning Commission advises the city council on all
planning, zoning, and land uses within the community.
Duties of the commission include the review of all
development and redevelopment proposals and the
enforcement of the Comprehensive Plan.
The Planning Commission is a seven-member citizen
commission, appointed by the city council to four-year
terms.
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Compost your Pumpkins
In SSP with the Mayor’s Youth Task Force

Let the Task Force members help you compost your
pumpkins.
Saturday, November 6, 2021
10:30 AM to Noon
Wakota Federal Credit Union Parking Lot
1151 Southview Blvd., SSP, MN
If you cannot make it during the posted hours, there will
be a dumpster onsite the entire weekend to compost your
pumpkins. Please note: No painted pumpkins, wax or
candles can be accepted.
For additional information, contact Cassandra Johnson SSP Recycling Coordinator at 651-552-4118.
Partially funded by Dakota County and the MN Pollution Control Agency.

Shop outside the box!

The average Dakota County resident creates 2,180 pounds
of waste each year. Reduce the amount you toss by
buying used. Donating and shopping at secondand stores
saves your money, supports local businesses, and helps you
create unique style. Buying used has an added benefit: it
keeps our air and water clean and saves natural resources
by not having to make new products.
You can also go beyond brick-and-mortar stores to find
what you need and get rid of what you don’t. Use online
outlets to save the planet and your wallet.
• NextDoor.com - local neighborhood app
• Facebook.com - for neighborhood buy/sell groups
and Marketplace
• thredUP.com - for women and kid clothing and
accessories
Use a safe site to exchange in person like a Swap Spot at
the police or Sheriff departments. Get tips for selling and
buying used in the Dakota County Reuse Guide at www.
dakotacounty.us, search reuse guide.

Partially funded by Dakota County and the MN Pollution Control Agency.
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Let us know what you think! For comments,
suggestions, city news call (651) 554-3284
City Hall: 651-554-3200
Public Works: 651-554-3225
Police: 911 or 651-554-3300
Fire: 911 or 651-552-4176
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
James P. Francis, Mayor 651-321-8348
Pam Bakken 651-274-2409
Sharon Dewey 763-645-9168
Lori Hansen 651-450-6729
Joe Kaliszewski 651-451-3218
Todd Podgorski 651-330-0584
Tom Seaberg 651-999-9784
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South St. Paul

A great place to live, work, and play!

Emerald Ash Borer
Have you ever seen a tree with wood that looks like
this? The pattern in this tree’s bark is caused by an
insect called Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).
Emerald Ash Borer is in invasive insect that was
accidentally brought to the United States from Asia
in the 1990s. EAB is detrimental to the ash tree
population in the Midwest and along the East Coast.
Adult emerald ash boreres live outside of ash trees
in the summer months and lay their eggs in the bark
or small cracks of the tree. The eggs hatch around
7-10 days later and larva tunnel into the bark of ash
trees and feed off of the tree, creating patterns like
the one you see in the photo. The fully grown larva
live in these tunnels during winter and emerge in the
early summer as adults. The cycle then restarts.
South St. Paul’s ash trees are known to be infected with EAB and the City is working to remove infected or susceptible
ash trees located in the boulevards and parks. For more information about EAB, visit https://www.mda.state.mn.us/eab.

